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Biology class 
tests on faked 
• 
science 
Chandra research 
appears on distance 
exams 
BY SHEENA GOODYEAR 
course website about being tested on 
his material. But, it's too late for course 
professor Chandrika Liyanapathirana 
to change it now. 
Liyanapathirana says she would 
change the exam if she could, but 
she sent it to Distance Education and 
Learning Technologies in December 
and she can no longer access it. 
"I don't have control at all," she said. 
"I don't know what happens after that. 
I don't have to go to the exam cen-
Students taking Biology 2041 on-
line this semester had to write a mid-
term exam on Monday based partly 
on fraudulent research by Dr Ranjit 
Chandra. 
ModernBiologyandHuman ((I don't think one tre or anything. Everything is 
done by [Distance 
Education] after 
that." 
Society II covers information can conclude that 
from a textbook and a col- everything Dr 
lection of scientific readings. 
One reading is an excerpt from Chandra did is 
the University of California, under suspicion:' 
Berkeley's nutritional newslet- _Axel Meisen, 
ter Wellness Letter. 
The excerpt is about the Memorial president 
link between nutrition and 
'Tm not going 
to give the credit 
to Ranjit Chandra 
by having this ar-
ticle here," she 
said. "I don't have 
Alzheimer's disease and contains a 
two-paragraph section on a study pub-
lished by Chandra that has come un-
der question of fraud. 
anything to do with Chandra." 
Since a three-part series on CBC's 
The National aired two weeks ago un-
covering years of fraud by Chandra, 
students have posted complaints on the 
Distance Education and Learning 
Technologies declined comment. 
The study, which shows how 
Chandra's multivitamin pills im-
prove memory in people over 65, 
originally came into suspicion 
SEE 'STUDENTS' ON PAGE 4 
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International Fashion 
On Saturday, Feb 11, the International Student Centre hosted its annual Multicultural Night dinner at Hatcher 
House. The night was highlighted by exotic foods, dances, and other cultural performances from around the 
world, as well as a fashion show. 
CBC reveals academic fraud at Memorial 
Media portrayal 
irks university as it 
strives to boost its 
reputation 
BY ALEX BILL AND 
SHEENA GOODYEAR 
CBC's The National dealt a blow to 
Memorial's reputation two weeks ago 
when it aired a three-part series on 
the fraudulent research of a former 
professor and the university's failure 
to stop it. 
The series, called "The Secret Life 
of Dr Chandra," alleges the university 
knew that former professor Dr Ranjit 
Chandra faked research on baby for-
mula in the 1990s but decided not to 
take action against him. It also sug-
gests that Chandra's 2001 paper on 
multivitamins to improve the mem-
ory of seniors was fraudulent and that 
the university let him retire in 2002, 
covering up the incident. 
However, Memorial President Axel 
Meisen says the CBC did not paint a 
full picture. 
IANVATCHER 
Axel Meisen has been defending the university's image in the media 
since The National exposed research by Memorial's former star professor, 
Dr Ranjit Chandra, as fraudulent. 
"I was both astounded and sad-
dened, particularly by the assertions 
that were made about the university's 
interest in integrity," said Meisen. "I 
was very concerned that there were 
statements in the CBC interview to 
the effect that the university wasn't 
interested in getting to the bottom of 
this. There is nothing further from 
the truth." 
Meisen says Memorial took action 
both times Chandra was accused of 
fraud. 
"It is true to say that [the investi-
gations] were inconclusive," he said. 
"But, one can't assert that the univer-
sity wasn't interested in finding the an-
swers and I think that's what the pro-
gram asserted." 
In the 1990s, Memorial struck a 
three-person committee to investigate 
charges against Chandra. However, 
the professor refused to provide origi-
nal research data and accused the uni-
versity of losing it. 
The committee contended that sci-
entific misconduct had taken place. 
But, when Chandra accused the com-
mittee of bias and threatened to sue, 
the committee closed the case. A con-
fidentiality agreement kept the re-
port a secret until the CBC obtained 
a copy. 
Meisen says the committee had 
good intentions, but admits it should 
have done things differently. 
"I think it's fair to say that if I had 
the information available that I be-
lieve that people in the 1990s had, I 
would have rerun the investigation," 
said Meisen. "Why it wasn't rerun is 
not clear to me." 
He also says that the burden of 
proof was on the university to prove 
Chandra's guilt when it should have 
been on Chandra to provide the 
data. 
Meisen was not president when the 
trouble with Chandra came to a front, 
but he was president in 2000 when the 
British Medical Journal questioned the 
validity of Chandra's study on multi-
vitamins. Again, Chandra refused to 
show any original data. 
Chandra retired in 2002, leaving 
the case unsolved. The National's se-
ries implied that Memorial swept the 
issue under the carpet, but Meisen says 
the university is still looking into it. 
"The issue is still outstanding," he 
said. "The fact that [Chandra] resigned 
in 2002 is noteworthy but immateri-
al. In fact, when he did resign I ac-
cepted his resignation but I reminded 
him of the fact that it was important 
for him to still answer the questions 
that were raised by the British Medical 
Journal." 
Meanwhile, Memorial is struggling 
to salvage its reputation. An external 
expert is set to investigate the situation 
and the university is looking into cre-
ating a central repository to store re-
search data to avoid future incidents 
like this one. 
There have aiso been internal brief-
ings on research integrity all week, 
SEE 'UNIVERSITY' ON p AGE 4 
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Crystal meth panic extends to pot smokers 
Methamphetamine 
mixed with pot may 
be myth: professor 
BY ALEX BILL 
Recent reports have surfaced claim-
ing methamphetamine, more com-
monly known as crystal meth, 
is being mixed with marijuana. 
However, one researcher thinks 
people shouldn't get too excited by 
the hype. 
Dr Bill MacEwan, a psychia-
trist with the University of British 
Columbia, was quoted in some of the 
first stories about meth and marijua-
na. He says his interview was edit-
ed in such a way that readers didn't 
get the real picture. 
"At least in BC the image that the 
drug dealer is someone who grows 
their own little stash in their base-
ment grow-op and sells to friends 
and stuff is a total myth," he said. 
MacEwan says the mom-and-pop 
crystal meth operations have also 
been taken over by more developed 
crime syndicates, which opens the 
door to tampering with marijuana. 
Legalization advocates argue that 
public safety is just one reason to 
legalize and regulate marijuana. 
Legalization and decriminalization 
groups like the Marijuana Party say 
legalization would protect the pub-
lic from other harmful drugs, take 
away the profits from criminals, pre-
vent children from acquiring the 
drugs, boost government tax reve-
nues by billions, and free the back-
log in the courts so prosecutors can 
go after other criminals. 
"I've only seen one person where 
I'm very clear that's what happened," 
said MacEwan. "I said to them my-
self 'This is possibly an urban myth,' 
something people kept talking about 
but we never actually saw." 
Are you sure those are THC crystals on your pot? Dr Bill MacEwan says there is a slight chance of people mix-
ing crystal meth with marijuana. 
MacEwan doesn't take a strong 
stand on the issue, although he does 
feel that legalization would not stop 
organized crime groups from profit-
ing. The majority of marijuana pro-
duced in Canada is shipped to the 
US, which has a much more hard-
line approach to the drug. 
The possibility that crystal meth 
could be added to marijuana isn't 
concerning too many Canadians. 
According to Statistics Canada, 4.5 
million Canadians smoke marijua-
na - roughly 15 per cent of the pop-
ulation. Over 10 million Canadians, 
a third of the population, admit to 
smoking it at least once. 
Marijuana is especially popular 
among college-aged men. Statistics 
Canada says that 70 per cent of 
males between the ages of 18 and 
24 say they use marijuana. 
Crystal meth is a different issue. 
A Statistics Canada survey of teen-
agers shows it is less popular than 
ecstasy and cocaine but is growing 
Grand Falls-Windsor who also says 
she's seeing evidence of crystal meth 
in popularity, espe-
cially in rural pop-
ulations. 
Meth is extreme-
ly cheap to produce 
and is highly addic-
tive. Its addictive 
properties are the 
reason some people 
say it's being mixed 
with pot. 
Marijuana is especially 
popular among college-
aged men. Statistics 
Canada says that 70 per 
cent of males between 
the ages of 18 and 24 say 
they use marijuana. 
told the CBC. 
in marijuana smok-
ers. 
"Knowing that 
crystal meth can be 
smoked and that it's 
being found laced 
into marijuana -
it's a terrifying sit-
uation for a parent, 
for the whole com-
munity really,'' she 
Dr Margot Walker is one of those 
people. She is a physician from Despite the relative low price of 
WWWo b~itit<@rh~Wd~tiln1g}o ©O>m 
Speed · Is now here in john'sl 
eet up to 25 ing a day for $1/datell 
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marijuana compared to other illegal 
drugs, crystal meth is just as cheap. 
A tenth of a gram, which MacEwan 
says can get someone very high for 
five to eight hours, costs rough-
ly $10. 
"It would be highly probable that 
on a financial basis [adding meth to 
pot) would not be a difficulty at all,'' 
said MacEwan. 
MacEwan thinks the idea to add 
crystal meth to marijuana may have 
formulated with organized crime 
groups, who often deal in multiple 
drugs. 
On the issue of public safety 
though, he says it's a no-brainer. 
"The big advantage of [lifting al-
cohol prohibition) is that at least you 
know when you're buying Seagram's 
alcohol, you're not getting bathtub 
gin. You know that whoever's pro-
duced it has produced it accord-
ing to standards which are safe," 
MacEwan said. "If you had legal 
sources of marijuana that people 
bought through a marijuana store, 
I think the chances of it having addi-
tives to it would be zip to none." 
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Trou 
Controversy 
brews over cabinet 
positions 
BY KATIE HYSLOP 
The first Conservative cabinet in over 
12 years was introduced to Canada 
on Feb 6 and was quickly followed 
by shock and anger. 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
appointed David Emerson, a former 
Liberal who crossed the floor to the 
Conservatives after the election, as 
minister of international trade and 
minister for the Pacific gateway and 
the Vancouver-Whistler Olympics. 
He also named Michael Fortier, a 
Conservative party member who did 
not run in the federal election, to 
minister of public works and govern-
ment services and to the Senate. 
Because Fortier was not elected 
he will not sit in Parliament. Harper 
told the CBC that Fortier will not run 
for a seat in a by-election, but will 
wait until the next federal election. 
Emerson was elected as a Liberal 
e in.t 
Loyola Hearn 
in the British Columbia riding of 
Vancouver Kingsway on Jan 28, but 
crossed over to the Conservative 
Party when offered a cabinet posi-
tion, despite an election platform ac-
cusing Conservatives of benefiting 
the rich and strong and taking from 
the weak and poor. 
The Conservative candidate in his 
riding finished a distant third after 
the Liberals and NDP. 
"I can be more helpful to the peo-
ple of my riding, the people of my 
News Page 3 
e ouseo Harper 
city, the people of my province, and 
the people of my country doing this, 
as opposed to being in opposition 
and trying to become a powerful po-
litical partisan, which I have never 
been," Emerson told CTV. 
Tom Lush, president of the 
Liberal Party of Newfoundland and 
Labrador, disagreed with Emerson's 
reasoning, calling the argument 
"lame" and "narrow-minded." 
"I think the Liberal position is that 
we think this is entirely inappropri-
ate," said Lush. 
This was not the first time a fed-
eral politician has crossed the floor 
at a critical time for the government. 
Belinda Stronach crossed the floor 
from the Conservatives to Liberals 
on May 17, 2005 before a non-con-
fidence vote, claiming she did not 
agree with Harper's policies. 
Stronach was welcomed into the 
Liberal Party with the positions of 
minister of human resources and 
skills development and minister re-
sponsible for democratic renewal. 
"She crossed out of principle. She 
couldn't find herself supporting the 
policies of Mr Harper," said Lush. 
"But in this particular case, there 
was nothing other than the gentle- ically permanent with the mandato-
man's own personal advancement, ry retirement age of 75, Harper told 
wanting to be in cabinet for his own the CBC that Fortier's appointment 
personal gain." would only be temporary. 
Both Emerson and Harper have "It shows that Mr Harper is not so 
faced accusations of wrongdo- principled as people thought," said 
ing over the move, with the local Lush. "He seems to be of the mind 
Liberal riding association demand- to do anything that is opportunistic 
ing that Emerson pay back the nearly and anything for his own benefit." 
$100,000 raised for his campaign. The cabinet appointments were 
"If I'm found guilty of any wrong- not all unpredictable. Newfoundland 
doing, I will leave," Emerson told a and Labrador MP Loyola Hearn was 
Vancouver radio station on Feb 14. appointed as minister of fisheries and 
'Tm not here to do anything un- oceans, a move supported by Lush. 
ethical. The moment I feel I can't "I think it was an obvious choice. 
[serve the people of my riding and Mr Hearn comes with cabinet expe-
the province] effectively, I will dis- rience in the provincial theme and 
appear as quickly as I arrived." obviously from a fishing district. I 
Harper's election campaign fo- think the prime minister made a 
cused on cleaning up government, good choice," said Lush. 
including reforming the Senate so 'Tm sure that Mr Hearn will work 
members would be elected, not ap- hard for the people of the Province of 
pointed. His first day as prime min- Newfoundland and Labrador." 
ister saw him do exactly the oppo- Hearn had been skeptical about 
site by appointing Fortier to the being appointed to the seat and was 
Senate. simply content to be part of the rul-
"If you look carefully at what I said ing party after so many years. 
in the election campaign, I did leave "What's the old saying? The worst 
open that possibility," Harper told day in government is better than the 
the CBC. best day in opposition. I hate being in 
Although Senate positions are typ- opposition," Hearn told the CBC. 
Protesters demand 
former Liberal David 
Emerson's resignation 
Residents of 
Vancouver Kingsway 
feel betrayed and 
cheated 
BY ERIC SZETO 
VANCOUVER (CUP) - A handful 
of angry protesters holding plac-
ards painted with messages includ-
ing "Emerson is a liar" and "Recall 
Emerson" staged a sit-in at the of-
fice of recently defected Liberal MP 
David Emerson on Wednesday. 
"This is hypocrisy," said protest-
er Pablo Coffey. "It's brazen hypoc-
risy and it's very dangerous." 
"We're seeing people from all par-
ties and all parts of Canada that are 
sick and tired of this kind of poli-
tics," he said. 
The former Liberal MP shocked 
Canadians Monday after he an-
nounced he would cross the floor 
to the join the Conservatives just 
10 days after being re-elected as a 
Liberal in the Vancouver Kingsway 
riding. 
As part of his agreement to defect 
to the Conservative party, Emerson 
will now become the minister of in-
ternational trade and handle the 
Pacific Gateway project and the 
Vancouver 2010 Olympics. 
While his actions will do little to 
change the political landscape in the 
House of Commons, it did refresh 
· people's memories of MP Belinda 
Stronach's Conservative to Liberal 
crossover in April 2004 - a move 
that created a similar uproar. 
Voting Conservative in the re-
cent election, Bobby Wong, a con-
cerned resident in the riding, ques-
tioned Emerson's integrity. 
"He is an ideal opportunist," he 
said. "He'd rather serve any govern-
ment of the day rather than repre-
sent the people of his riding." 
Dominic Godbout, who had a 
same-sex marriage last June, feels 
that this move puts him 
and his husband in a "precari-
ous" situation. 
"Mr Harper, as quickly as he can, 
will act on this and he will repeal 
any law that allows gays to be mar-
ried and then my marriage certif-
icate. What will it mean then?" he 
asked while displaying his marriage 
certificate. "Do I have to divorce?" 
Godbout, who strategically voted 
Liberal in the last election, has also 
called Emerson's office demanding 
his campaign contributions back. 
He has yet to receive any response. 
"It is astounding that after con-
tributing to the Liberal campaign in 
this riding, being a gay man mar-
ried in this riding, now suddenly 
he's joined a party which is unwav-
ering [to same-sex marriage]." 
"This sort of trickery is scandal-
ous," Godbout said. "It demoraliz-
es you and you lose your faith in the 
democratic system." 
The Vancouver King~way riding 
is historically a Liberal and NDP 
stronghold. In the last election 
Emerson received almost a quar-
ter more votes than second-place 
NDP Ian Waddell and more than 
double his Conservative counter-
part Kenman Wong. 
Emerson was in Ottawa handling 
cabinet matters and was unavailable 
for comment. 
JAKE WRIGHT 
Both Liberals and Conservatives alike are upset that newly elected Van-
couver Kingsway MP David Emerson switched parties immediately after 
an election. 
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Not all Memorial courses have removed the fraudulent research of Dr Ranjit Chandra from their curricula. 
University must do more to restore 
reputation: professor 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
including an open forum on Feb 15, 
which occurred after press time. 
Earlier, Dr Richard Neuman from 
the Faculty of Medicine gave a lecture 
on research ethics. Neuman defends 
Memorial, but not Chandra. 
"I think that kind of action needs to 
be investigated. First of all, it's illegal, 
but it's unethical in the large sense," he 
said. "But, I think the university got 
painted pretty broadly. There's lots of 
other stuff going on in other places." 
However, Seth Roberts, a psychol-
ogy professor at the University of 
California, Berkeley, says Memorial 
deserves as much blame as Chandra 
and cannot separate itself from his 
actions. 
"The current president doesn't seem 
to understand how badly the adminis-
tration acted. He seems to think that 
somehow Dr Chandra is the only prob-
lem. The administration was equally 
the problem," he said. "He seems to 
think the problem was research integ-
rity. Actually, the problem was admin-
istrative integrity as well." 
After The National aired the series 
on Chandra, Meisen did an interview 
with Here & Now to defend the uni-
versity. He feels his response deflated 
the anger towards Memorial. 
"I think as a result of that [inter-
view] a number of people felt that 
'Okay, there is a problem, but it ap-
pears the university are taking seri-
ously and is not disregarding it.' As a 
result, I think that people have been 
much more understanding of our sit-
uation," he said. 
But Roberts feels the university 
must do more to restore its reputa-
tion. 
:cBC's The National aitl a three-part series 
on the work of former Memorial professor 
·:\: 
. r .. R,anjit • · a~_dra.tyy-~)wee~s, ~g()''·e 
"I think a good first step would be 
for the administrators who made the 
decision to let Chandra get away with 
it to resign. That would be a good first 
step to restoring the university's repu-
tation," he said. "If Memorial is hon-
est about its mistakes it likely would 
help." 
Despite claims that Memorial will 
lose research funding, Meisen believes 
funding entities will be careful but 
trust that the university is capable. 
"I think people will look with par-
ticular care at applications [for re-
search funding] from this universi-
ty and they would want to be satisfied 
that everything is in good shape and 
good place," said Meisen. "However, 
with Dr Chandra, as it is the case in 
other universities, oftentimes it's only 
one or two people are under a cloud 
of suspicion." 
which· Harvey,s.ays was never do1)e. 
Harvey later reports Chandra to the 
university. 
;c ••.. _. }a· .· .... · .. 'L. ·_t:i·· ·"'a·. ._ .. ,.. __·_ ">j.·Y·_······ ·. .J'J· ... ·_· .• ."" ·. 
···sal . IDUC11 ·uall taeS ·WOfK OVe e pa·st 
decade was fraudulentand that he profited 
1994 - Memorial University hJ.:res 
a.n independe:p.tcpn)mitteeto iny~~~l;­
.. . ·. . ·etheallegati~ns against Chanti~a~ 
· ···'•· '· The committee's concludes that the 
Nestle a1id Mead Johnson studies 
_ greatly from it Here, c4ronologically, is a list 
·oftlie events:?;.. <... ··· · 
··:- •,\>' -·- · . .. - · ... - " . -... . ,·, .-· ->".: · . - .... 
.. 
Late 1980s - Chandra is em- which claimed to have enrolled over 
ployed by Ross Pharmaceuticals to 200 babies. 
test whether its formulas could help 1989 - Tue Nestle and Mead 
bab!es avoid allergies. At roughly Johnson studies condude their prod-
d?-eSame time, Nestle hires Chandra ,. ucts would reduc~ the risk of aller--
tQ '.test ff its new. fo.ti.nula would re~ ,. :·gies while the R<!$$Pharmaceutical~ 
duce the risk °df b~bies developing formula, whi<;h was virtually the 
allergies. same, did nothing. 
1989- Chandra publishes results 1992- Chandrapublishes his best-
ofthe Nestle study, despite the fact known study in the British medi-
that nurse Marilyn Harvey had re- c.al journal 1he Lancet. 1he study 
etuJ.ted only a quart¢r of the 288 Pt\- · claimed a partiqµ)C!r combinatiq1l 
1,-,ie.$ needed for testing. The study· of minerals an:dV:itamins could iril--
compared Nestle's product to Ross prove the imniu!lesystem of seniors. 
Pharmaceuticals', although Ross The people thanked in the study that 
did not supply t~e 20.,000 clinical- the CBC could contact did not recall 
ly labelled cans needed for such a working on it. 
sfo<iy. At the same time, Chandra 1994 - Chandra releases a five~ 
. t~leased a stt~dy -Mead Johnson · r.fo\low~up,.J · he Nestle stud · 
were not done «anywhere near fo the 
completeness or with the accuracy 
teported" and that Chandra commit-
ted scie1J.tifi.bt11isconduct. Hqwey¢f, . 
the universitytakes nb action against 
hlm, citing legal concerns. 
1997 - Michael Kramer, a pro-
fessor at McGill University, be-
comes suspicious about Chandra1s 
milk studies a.nd decides to inves~ . 
tigate. He wrltes a three~page l¢t~ :; 
ter to Health Canada outlining the 
case for fraud, but the government 
will not take action because it didn't 
fund Chandra,.s study. 
zooo - Chandra makes a $25Q>ooo 
donation to his .. alma mater in Ind ht. 
. He also purchases two aristocr~t~ 
ic: titles, the baron of Tronville in 
France and the baron of Blackburn 
in Scotland - a title the CBC says he's 
now selling for about $164,000. 
2000 - Chandra submits a study 
on the effect J,&patented111uJ\f-"-
•\, .. , . 
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Students can still learn 
from Chandris research: 
administration 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
when he sent it to the British A1edical 
Journal for publication in 2000. 
When the British Medical Journal's 
editor questioned the validity of the 
study, Chandra refused to show any 
original data. 
However, the study was published 
in the Sept 2001 edition of the mag-
azine Nutrition. It was retracted four 
years later. 
But, Memorial knew about 
Chandra's history after deeming one 
of his studies fraudulent in the 1990s. 
They also knew about the allegations 
against the Nutrition article. 
Memorial President Axel Meisen 
says it's not surprising that people 
still study Chandra and says profes-
vitamin on the memory of senior~to 
the British Medical Journal. Th.ejour-
nal does not believe Chandra's find-
ings and hires two reviewers tQ see 
for themselY-¢$. The reviewe:t-s .. ·;tl.SQ 
say the':stttdy~s'ffaudule~t. Thej~u~-­
nal rejects Cbandra;s report and.asks 
Memorial to investigate. 
2001 - A.. smaller medical jour-
nal, Nutrition, publishes Chandra's 
vitamin study. A story on the results 
c901es out ftt,<1he. New Yot'f'I. 1J.fines. Psychology#tht~ssor Saul Steni~erg 
from the (J"i-1iversity of Pennsylvania 
and Berkeley Professor Seth Roberts 
investigate the results for themselves 
and concluqe. the study is entirely 
made up. 
·· · · 2001 .:.. 'J:hefederal gov~rntnent 
legislates th<lt all researchers must 
keep their data for at least 25 years 
and that it must be available for ex-
amination. 
2002 - Chandra publishes two 
more stm;U¢S' ~n his own jout11al, 
Nutrit'iOn Research: 111e first istudy. 
- his own - supports the findin.gs of 
his vitamin study. 1be second, by one 
Arm it Jain, supports the findings of 
Chandra's i992 study. Roberts and 
Sternberg attempt to conhlct fain 
. but have nO).§Uccess. The qrl.l)' ey .. 
, .. ,,;.. ',' '•''· . 
sors should look at the research in their 
class materials. 
"It is not uncommon in scientific 
literature for people to reproduce oth-
er people's work, maybe as part of an 
introductory study to a major project 
and so it will no doubt surface," he 
said. "I don't think one can conclude 
that everything Dr Chandra did is un-
der suspicion." 
Biology department head Paul 
Morino says the reference to Chandra's 
research is no big deal. 
"If you look at it carefully, it's not 
about his research," he said. "It's a 
newsletter for the general public and 
it's not a book or anything like that 
and it's just one tiny little reading in 
a course. " 
idence ofbls existence is a t~nted 
mailbox address in Canada~ 4espite 
that his stated academic affiliation 
is in India. 
2002·,r ¥~mpri~l Univef'$jt_y ~sk Chandt~·tri:'ctui'.n ovef''his·'"<:l~tit'. }Ie 
accuses the university ot losing it 
and retires in the summer. 
2005 ~Nutrition officially retracts 
Chandra'svitamin study. 
• Chandra is a recipient of the 
Order of Canada and a Nobel Prize 
nominee. 
• Chai:n:l.ta says he runs -a uni-
versity ln Switz,erla.nd, 1'l.1l1~·Yersite 
Inter11ationale des Sciences de la 
Sante. Hm'1ever, when CBC went to 
Switzerland looking for the univer~ 
sity, all it could find was a post·of-
fice box. 
• ' DurlJ..i;~. his div9rce ttial the 
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Battery residents fight hotel development 
Despite deferral, 
residents think 
Council may approve 
development 
BY ALEX BILL AND MEAGHAN GREEN 
City Hall may have delayed its deci-
sion to allow a hotel developer to skirt 
the rules, but it hasn't stopped res-
idents of The Battery from worrying. · 
Concern over the possible develop-
ment of a massive hotel has prompt-
ed residents of The Battery to start a 
petition that has gathered over 1,400 
signatures. 
Protest over the proposal to restruc-
ture The Battery Hotel began after de-
veloper Rick Butler gained approval for 
his expansion plan. The proposed de-
velopment would result in a 10-storey 
structure despite current Battery devel-
opment guidelines that restrict build-
ing size to six storeys. 
According to Councillor Shannie 
Duff, the new hotel would be 2.5 times 
larger than The Rooms and four times 
the size of the current hotel. It would 
occupy 78 per cent of its available lot 
space, while the current building oc-
cupies 22 per cent and the limit un-
der the development guidelines is 50 
per cent. 
St John's Mayor Andy Wells, who 
wants the site to be redeveloped, says 
the initial proposal was just too large: 
"That was clear once we got into some 
more detail." 
The Battery development guidelines, 
which were only implemented a couple 
of years ago, restrict homeowners from 
expanding buildings in any way to ob-
struct the view from another house. 
This image by a local architect unaffiliated with Rick Butler's Battery development team is a scale proposat for 
the new Battery Hotel. 
"Out here, the view is everything," 
said resident Paul Steffler. "Your prop-
erty value is very much tied to the view 
you've got and if someone builds some-
thing in front of you, they've gained 
property value and you've lost prop-
erty value." 
Exempting Butler from the rules has 
shaken the confidence ·some residents 
have in the City Council. 
"The signal it sends for City guide-
lines is that we have guidelines in place 
but they don't mean a hoot. We will 
throw them out, even if you don't give 
us any plans," said Chris Brookes, an-
other resident of The Battery. 
Brookes also feels council was un-
derhanded in exempting Butler from 
the regulations. 
"When they exempted the develop-
er from Battery development guide-
lines, they did it just after New Year's 
with no warning whatsoever," he said. 
"They showed they were going to do 
even worse than that on the day of the 
federal election - that was the day that 
they [planned to vote on the develop-
ment offer]. 
"That was also the day they got 
their salary increased when nobody 
was looking, basically, so I don't thirrk 
that St John's citizens necessarily trust 
[the Council]." 
Councillors like Shannie Duff and 
Frank Galgay have generally opposed 
the development, while others such as 
Keith Coombs and Wells have sup-
ported it. 
"I would like to see the site redevel-
oped. I would like to see an architec-
turally attractive building," said Wells. 
"What's architecturally attractive in 
my mind might not be architecturally 
attractive in your mind. These things 
can get very subjective." 
At present, Council has deferred the 
amendment because Butler has not pro-
vided adequate plans. 
"We have to see exactly what it is be-
fore we can say yay or nay," Coombs 
told the CBC. Although in December, 
he had a different perspective: "I know 
what the developer has in mind." 
Many people in the community are 
not opposed to rebuilding the hotel it-
self but are concerned that Council is 
willing to bend the regulations to do 
it. 
'Tm not at all against redeveloping 
the hotel that's there. I think the hotel 
that's there isn't terribly pretty anyway 
and so I don't think there is anything 
wrong with putting a new hotel there. 
I object to having to do it outside the 
rules," said Brookes. 
However, Wells feels Council should 
not have adopted the Battery develop-
ment guidelines in the first place. 
"The owner of that hotel had the 
right to develop up to 10 storeys there. 
That right, under The Battery develop-
ment guidelines, was being taken away 
from him. I've got a real problem with 
that," he said. 
"I assumed when they were brought 
to Council that the owner of The 
Battery, because there was no opposi-
tion, that he didn't mind losing his right 
to build 10 storeys. That turns out not 
to be the case." 
The controversy has attracted the at-
tention of people throughout St John's 
who worry Council will ignore heri-
tage and aesthetics in the name of de-
velopment. Many signatures on the on-
line petition were from residents living 
outside The Battery. 
"I think there are a number of de-
velopers that are looking very careful-
ly at what's happening in The Battery 
Hotel development," said Brookes. "I 
think anybody who thinks they're not 
looking at it very closely would be an 
idiot." 
Kelly Hickey takes reins at GSU Danish newspaper won't 
print Holocaust comics Technical difficulties 
mar election 
BY KATIE HYSLOP 
After technical difficulties and a two-
week electoral process, graduate stu-
dents have elected Kelly Hickey as 
their new students' union president. 
After Stefan Jensen stepped down 
from the position due to personal rea-
sons, the campaign began to find his 
replacement. 
Voting was originally planned to 
be exclusively online and was set to 
commence at 6:00 pm on Jan 30 and 
close 48 hours later. Technical difficul-
ties with the online voting site result-
ed in a postponement of voting until 
9:00 am on Feb 6. All votes cast o.n the 
original dates were not counted. 
"The webmaster [of Computing and 
Communications] accidentally put up 
a test page. He had done a test page to 
demonstrate to the [chief returning of-
ficer] what it would look like and how 
it would work and [he] accidental-
ly put that link up instead of the real 
one," said Hickey. 
"The problem with that, where there 
was no log out, some people voted 
more than once." 
Hickey hopes no votes were lost, but 
only 69 votes were counted in this by-
election, whereas previous elections 
have seen as many as 200 votes cast . 
Hickey won the election with 62.3 per 
cent of the vote, whi]e her opponent 
Erin Quibell received 37.7 per cent. 
"The electoral process happened . 
It was unfortunate that it had to be 
two weeks long, but I respect the elec-
toral process and either way it hap -
pened I would have respected it," said 
Hickey. 
The next GSU election will be a gen-
Graduate students recently elected Kelly Hickey as president of their 
students' union. 
eral election in April, but until then 
Hickey has several plans for the union, 
including eradicating rollover fees for 
master 's students changing to a PhD, 
getting MCP coverage for internation-
al students, and bringing the bill to al-
low international students to work off-
campus back into the spotlight. 
"'There was supposed to be a bud-
. get allotted for it, but then the gov-
ernment fell and the Conservatives 
haven't answered," said Hickey. "Vve 
don't know where they stand on this 
issue. It looks like we're going to have 
to start a letter-writing campaign." 
Hickey wants to run for president in 
the next election but says she may run 
for the position of VP finance if one 
of her colleagues in the union choos-
es to run for president. 
"It's something that's kind of up 
in the air, but president is the posi-
tion that I'd most like to fill," she said . 
'Tm just focusing on doing a good job. 
I've got two months and a lot of good 
things that I want to get done." 
BY LAURYN KRONICK 
COPENHAGEN, DK (CUP)-After 
a week-long debate, Jyllands-Posten, 
the Danish newspaper that printed 
the infamous Mohammed comics, 
has decided not to publish a new se-
ries of Holocaust cartoons. 
The comics surfaced after 
the Iranian national newspaper 
Hahrishimi announced a contest to 
find the i2 best comics about the 
Holocaust. 
In a letter on the paper's website, 
Editor-In-Chief Carsten Juste said 
he would never publish any anti-
Jewish or anti-Christian cartoons. 
He said an error of judgment 
made by Culture Editor Flemming 
Rose, who had been pressured into 
telling an Iranian interviewer that 
he would possibly publish the car-
toons later that day, misled the pub-
lic. 
Juste says the public misinterpret-
ed Rose's comments. 
"Any such interpretation is of 
course entirely unacceptable and 
again I had to intervene and make 
it clear that no old or new Jesus car-
toons would be published," Juste 
wrote. 
Denmark's main television chan-
nel TV2 reported that new cartoons 
would be published to create an 
equal balance between the offend-
ed Muslims from the original con-
troversial comics and the Jews and 
Christians. 
Denmark's Jewish communi-
ty leaders say the idea of the new 
comics is disgusting. 
Ulf Haxen, chairman of the 
Society for Danish Jewish History 
and editor of the country's Jewish 
cultural magazine Rambam, be-
lieves that these Holocaust cartoons 
will not harm or greatly affect the 
Jewish population. He says that Jews 
have dealt with more difficult issues 
and this is simply a sign of weak re-
taliation on the Muslims' part. 
"What's the problem? We've had 
[children's] cartoons like Tintin 
where a strip features t he prophet 
Mohammed," said Haxen. "The old 
cartoons are innocent and should 
not result in such hysterical reac-
tions. They can't be taken serious-
ly." 
Meanwhile, Jyllands-Posten has 
granted Rose a holiday due to the 
overwhelming amount of pressure 
he's experiencing. 
Read The 
Muse online at 
www.themuse.ca 
~------ -
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House conspiracy 
theory a flop 
BY PATRICK SAVARD-WALSH 
Barnes House once again won the 
Winter Carnival and, despite some 
protest, they took home the $1,ooo 
prize for a fifth year in a row. 
Russell Peddle, a Barnes resident 
since 2001, says participation is the 
key to their success. 
"We have a lot of dedication. We 
have people who sacrifice a lot of class 
time, a lot of sleep to stay up all night 
working on stuff," he said. "Everyone 
in the house gets involved." 
MUNSU VP Internal Roger 
Drinkall agrees: "Barnes does a won-
derful job every year .... They have 
96 people in the house, no different 
from most of the other houses. But, 
they get everybody to participate and 
that is why they win." 
Not everyone is of the same opin-
ion. Rothermere House was on the 
verge of boycotting Winter Carnival 
this year but decided it would be bet-
ter to participate. 
"The idea was out there," said Lori 
Rumbolt, treasurer. "But, it wasn't 
accepted by the rest of the house." 
Rothermere President Andy 
MacDonald wouldn't be swayed, 
though. He decided to boycott 
Winter Carnival by himself. 
"I feel my efforts, time, and mon-
ey are being wasted," he said. 
There has been more than idle 
chit-chat around campus about the 
possibility of the judging being bi-
ased in Barnes's favour. Drinkall de-
nies this as even a remote possibil-
ity. 
"All the [residence house] presi-
dents knew exactly how it was go-
ing to go," he said. 'Tve been meet-
ing with them every Thursday since 
the beginning of the term." 
"The presidents work it out. They 
decide what the rules are, how many 
judges [there are], and what each 
events were." 
As for rumours that Barnes ap-
pealed every event they didn't win, 
Peddle says they are simply untrue: 
"We put in two appeals this year and 
we lost them both. We ended up los-
ing five points, so the appeals never 
helped us at all." 
One house that can't complain 
is Doyle. They were disqualified af-
ter their lip-synch performance for 
showing a little too much skin. 
"One of them didn't wear clothes," 
said Drinkall. "His bare bum went 
to the world." 
However, Drinkall assures that 
they knew about this rule and were 
trying to get disqualified. 
"They came up to me before and 
said 'As long as you let us go up on 
stage and participate.' They knew 
the rules beforehand, that everybody 
must be clothed onstage." 
Drinkall believes Doyle did not in-
tend to win in the first place: "They 
were just there for a laugh." 
Despite rumours of fights break-
ing out after the announcement of 
the winner, Geoff Bartlett says things 
went relatively smoothly. He was 
working the door at The Breezeway 
on Winter Carnival's final night. 
"A few people I was working with, 
as well as myself, saw a few push-
ing matches that were getting a lit-
tle heated, but the staff quickly put 
an end to it," he said. 
So, all's well that ends well - for 
Barnes at least. 
"We do a lot of things in this 
house that keep us close and we're a 
very tight-knit family," said Russell. 
"Money is one thing, the trophy is 
another thing, bragging rights is an-
other. But of eve_rything, the best is 
that after this we're all that much 
closer for it." 
Vlith files from Juanita King and 
Devon Wells 
BAKHTJYAR PEER 
Winter Carnival is one of the highlights of residence life, but each year it draws controversy as the houses get 
competitive. 
B-R-E-E-Z-E-W-A-Ybee abuzz 
BY PHIL HOWELL 
A staple of ESPN2 programming and 
elementary school classrooms every-
where made its triumphant return 
to MUN Tuesday night as Frontier 
College Students for Literacy held its 
previously annual spelling bee for the 
first time since 2001. 
"The way our group works is new 
volunteers come in every year, so the 
new ones that were here before us, 
they just didn't want to do it," said 
event organizer Danielle Barron. 
The bee was a team event where 
people paid three dollars per person 
to enter for a chance to have their 
team name etched on the champion-
ship trophy alongside previous win-
ners such as Team Discovery Channel. 
As well, there were prizes like a bot-
tle of Screech, dinner at The Sprout, a 
CD, and passes to Global Gym. 
PartiCipants had many reasons for 
taking part, ranging from the bizarre 
to the noble. 
"I lost a $100 bet and the only way 
for me to recoup my losses was to 
drop my pants and then also par-
ticipate in this spelling bee," said 
Peter Rollmann. "It was a bet on the 
Superbowl." 
The winners of the spelling bee, Team Sour Patch Kids 
Participant Jennifer Perry's inten-
tions were a little less dubious: "To 
raise awareness and some money for 
literacy." 
The money raised from the event 
will go towards buying materials for 
the organization's volunteers. 
"They tutor kids. We have nine 
community partners in St John's and 
they tutor kids ages seven to 12," said 
Barron. 
In the early rounds, teams had 
to spell common words such as "re-
ceipt," "receive," and "February." 
PHIL HOW ELi 
Later rounds saw longer words like 
"narcissistic," "ventriloquist," and 
"promiscuous" thrown into the 
mix. Given that the event was at The 
Breezeway, not everyone was entire-
ly alert. 
One individual who entered with-
out a team, known only as The Lone 
Speller, was upset because he was not 
given points for his spell-off victory 
and had no chance of moving past the 
next round. Another team questioned 
the circumstances around their elim-
ination as well. 
"We were eliminated improper-
ly because it was a speed round and 
we did not have it up as fast as the 
other team. However, our word was 
spelled correctly and the other team's 
was not, so they won for speediness 
and not for proper spelling, which is 
not the point of a spelling bee," said 
Gillian Bohnet. 
When reminded of the cause, 
Bohnet was more graceful in defeat. 
The final two teams had to spell 
the highly obscure "loquaciousness" 
to secure the victory. Ashley Arruda, 
Paloma Valdez-Walsh, and Vanessa 
vVoodford of Team Sour Patch Kids 
managed to spell the word correct-
ly. 
"I got to say, it feels pretty good," 
said Woodford. 
When dividing the prizes, Arruda 
and Woodford turned down the bot-
tle of Screech, so Valdez-Walsh took 
one for the team. 
"If no one else wants it," she said. 
______ ..-c... __ ._..._ ____ ~--.... -----~------~__._,,.._ 
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Happy Valentine's Day 
ALEX BILL 
Oh "sexiest man on campus" you can check over my numbers any day. However, this valentine display at the 
students' union office says your heart is not mine alone. Perhaps one day I can be democratically elected into 
the office of your heart. - Love, a secret admirer. 
Rick Mercer had a dreain 
To raise a little 
hell in the all-too-
predictable world of 
Canadian television 
BY KIM WILTON 
TORONTO (CUP) - AskRickMercer 
about the current state of U.S.-
Canadian relations, and he won't be 
optimistic. 
"Between the gay marriages, pot 
smoking, and the war in Iraq, I 
wouldn't be surprised if there was a 
deck of cards somewhere down there 
with all of us on it," joked the comic. 
It was standing room only when 
the creator of Talking to Americans 
- he of the trademark blue eyes, 
black suit, and East coast twang -
gave U of T a tour of his career as 
one of Canada's favourite satirists at 
the Ontario Institute of Studies on 
Education on Thursday night. He was 
invited to talk while on his "Olympic 
break" by U of T 's Association of 
Political Science Students, but there 
were many non-students in atten-
dance - a feat for a show that was 
only advertised on campus. 
Mercer, who first became a recog-
nizable face with his grainy pier-side 
"rants" on This Hour has 22 Minutes, 
now headlines his own weekly show, 
The Rick Mercer Report. From mock-
ing television commercials to get-
ting Canada's MPs to sing Trooper's 
"Raise a Little Hell" for an election 
ad, Mercer showed on Thursday why 
he is one, if not the only, reason to 
tune into the CBC. Nothing was off 
limits, with Mercer commenting on 
everything from the current state of 
Canada-U.S. relations to the CBC's 
logo ("the exploding arsehole"). 
Mercer referred to Talking to 
Americans as a career-saving acci-
dent, crediting its success to the mix 
of a bad idea with his considerable 
skill of bullshitting. Accident or no, 
the show turned out to be a huge hit. 
Mercer showed hilarious clips of his 
various Talking to Americans adven-
tures, from getting clueless pedestri-
DAVE WEATHERALL 
Rick Mercer looks quizzical during the federal election. 
ans to sign a petition to save the eco-
.logical reserve ofJoe Clark's hole, to 
getting a Princeton professor to con-
gratulate Prime Minster Tim Horton 
on getting a double-double, and get-
ting sympathy and encouragements 
from beach-goers in Miami about 
Canada's national retardation epi-
demic. He even got the governor of 
Arkansas to sign a petition to save 
our "national igloo." 
Mercer cited the time he took then-
prime minister Jean Chretien out to 
lunch at Harvey's on Budget Day -
and experienced some strangely per-
fect comic timing from the PM - as 
one of the defining moments of his 
career. From that day on, Mercer says 
he and the This Hour Has 22 Minutes 
gang got respect from the world of 
Canadian media. Not every politician 
has appreciated his sense of humour, 
however - he was once threatened 
with a lawsuit by Preston Manning 
for comparing him to a Nazi. 
Mercer scored the "elusive water 
cooler moment" during the 2000 
election when a fake petition to get 
Canadian Alliance leader Stockwell 
Day to change his first name to Doris 
got more than one million signa-
tures. 
His favourite of the segments, 
however, was getting late Canadian 
Order of Canada member/literary 
giant Pierre Berton to teach Canada 
how to role a proper joint on tele-
vision. 
· "At the end," said Mercer, "he said, 
'leave the dope."' 
·"Get a jump on 
your career ... 
while working 
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Division of .P-7 
Lifelong Learning 
bringing lean1ing to life! 
(709) 737-7979 
www.mun.ca/lifelong/earning 
BEST SUMMER JOB EVER! 
KENMONT 
KENW OOD 
Join our team! Premier brother/sister camp located at the foothills of the Berkshire 
Mountains in Kent, CT. World class faci lities located 2 hours to NYC, 4 hours to 
Boston. 200 acre facility includes waterfront activities, team sports, individual 
sports, outdoor adventures, extreme sports, performing and visual arts programs. 
Looking for staff who have a love for working with children and enjoy being a part 
of a team. Jobs available include specialty counselors, general counselors, 
office/secretarial staff, camp store staff and other administrative staff positions. 
E-mail tom@kencamp.com or Phone Tom Troche at 305-673-3310 
Browse our website at www.kenmontkenwood.com and fill out our application. 
Contact us if you would like to meet one of our staff on your campus. 
UNIVERSITY COUNSELLING CENTRE 
ACADEMIC WORKSHOP OFFERINGS 
'/JINTER SEMESTER 2006 
Effective Reading and Study Skills Workshop 
Registration February 13 - 28, 2006 
Starts Tuesday, February 28, 2006 
5 Weeks, 2 Classes per week 
Time Slot 19 (Tuesday and Thursday @ 2 pm) 
• • 1tor1a 
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What an awkward week. 
This time of year always confuses 
me. It's the coldest it's been all year, I 
have midterms (which make me sad), 
everyone else has midterms (which 
makes them sad) and in the middle 
of it all is the most bizarrely placed 
holiday of the year. 
It feels like people either love 
Valentine's Day or loathe it, but I 
don't understand either reasoning. If 
you're with someone, making one day 
extra special forcibly makes the oth-
ers less so. If you're not, well there are 
probably just as many couples around 
you as there was the day before. 
Not caring about Valentine's Day 
therefore falls into an uncomfort-
able in-between that could use clar-
ification. 
So could establishing the present 
SE VEWWV 
VEWWV ~Ul6T, 
l' M '4UNTIN' 
TGWWOWtSTS! 
comedic value of Dick Cheney. 
Dick Cheney is, by all means, not a 
funny guy. He's been accused of fol-
lowing policies that indirectly sub-
sidize the oil industry and major US 
government contractors, and has 
been labelled as one of the driving 
forces behind the decision to go to 
Iraq. He's also openly lobbying for 
the United States' right to use torture 
as part of the War on Terror. 
Shooting a person is also - outside 
of the cartoon world - not highly co-
medic. And although there are count-
less jokes about killing lawyers, they 
are a valuable part of our society. 
So why is it that adding all these 
unfunny components together cre-
ates a bizarre, twisted form of hu-
mour? 
I'm no math genius, not even a 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
'Freedom 
of speech 
comes with 
responsibility' 
I had assumed - perhaps wrongly -
that Mr McGee and The Muse might 
be inclined to consider valuing good 
taste, sensitivity, respect, and/or ba-
sic charity above any impulse to ex-
press an opinion in any way, shape, 
or form. 
It seems to me that Mr McGee is 
apathetic about offending and alien-
ating his fellow students (and rather 
enjoys doing so) as he unreserved-
ly chose to repeat the offensive (and 
ill-informed) nature of his Jesus car-
toon in the last issue of The Muse 
(Volume 56, Issue 17). 
Perhaps he will do so again with-
out giving serious thought to the 
quality of opinion he is offering to 
the university body. 
In his article "(I Can't Get No) 
Secularization" (in The Muse, 
Volume 56, Issue 3) Mr McGee 
writes, "It is definitely not my inten-
tion to attack the Christian religion. 
I have no animosity towards the 
Christian faith." Perhaps I am not 
alone in having difficulty reconcil-
ing this statement with the curious 
content of his last two cartoons. 
Students at St Mary's University 
in Halifax recently protested a pro-
fessor's decision to post the contro-
versial cartoons of Mohammed out-
side his office door. At least one sign 
read, "Freedom of speech comes 
with responsibility." 
Perhaps it would be responsible 
and a good practice for The Muse to 
attempt to exercise some reasonable 
discretion in its editorial policy and 
to provide somewhat of a balance 
of opinion, as it is the paper of the 
whole student body and not merely 
the paper of a few. 
Andrew Nussey 
Club ISO not 
sexy 
Okay, we admit we've got a draw-
er devoted to bar tops - tank tops, 
halter tops, and maybe even tube 
tops. They're all shirts that have nev-
er seen the light of day and usual-
ly only make their way out of the 
drawer when a trip to George Street 
is the goal. 
That said, we found ourselves 
wondering just how "sexy" our bar 
math-passer, but it seems to me that 
the only way to explain this awkward-
ness is through the only marvel of 
mathematics with which I have a firm 
grasp of - multiplication. 
If being Dick Cheney is a negative 
in term of humour, so is shooting a 
person. Lawyers -being positive -
and killing lawyers - being negative 
- cancel each other out. This leaves 
us with two negative terms, which, 
multiplied by each other, give posi-
tive humour. 
Here's another example. Anytime 
Mayor Andy Wells gets publicly up-
set definitely counts as positive hu-
mour. Pouring sand and grit into the 
fuel tanks of 14 pieces of snow-clear-
ing equipment also yields positive hu-
mour. Two positives equal a positive, 
and math has proven that Andy, along 
tops were when an ad for Club 180 
appeared on the doorknob to our 
Burton's Pond apartment last Friday. 
It promoted Sexy Saturday, an event 
where the sexiest outfit wins $200, 
with $2.50 beer all night long and 
free cover before 11:00 pm. 
All of this was placed on a nice 
little business card with a wom-
an dressed in presumably "seduc-
tive" attire, although we are unsure 
if she is meant to look like a univer-
sity student, a stripper, or a member 
of Club i8o's female clientele. 
Why are we so offended know-
ing that we live in a world where sex 
sells and it is common for businesses 
to use beautiful women in their ad-
vertising? Because Club 180 crossed 
the line. 
A sexiest outfit contest is clear-
ly geared towards getting women to 
wear as little as possible and implies 
to men that they don't have to pay 
the cover to a strip club if they want 
to see some T & A. 
Feel free to argue, but it's pret-
ty evident that society's current def-
inition of sexy is not a hoodie and 
jeans. We don't like being told that 
our value that night is in dressing 
"sexy" to the point that we could be 
rewarded $200 for it - never mind 
that we usually dance it up and buy 
a fair amount of booze anyway. 
Frankly, we wonder what exactly 
Club i8o's definition of sexy is. We 
can't imagine it being too encom-
passing. Tight clothes? Cleavage? 
Probably not a shaved head. 
We are offended because this par-
ticular degradation of women is 
with the rest of us, should just laugh 
the whole thing off. 
But does it work historically you 
say? Hitler is a negative - suicide is 
a negative as well. In this case how-
ever, factoring out Hitler's suicide 
yields another negative term: hav-
ing to commit suicide because you're 
about to lose a world war. Three neg-
atives, and the humour remains neg-
ative. This is why there aren't more 
jokes about Hitler shooting himself. 
But my Valentine's Day awkward-
ness, well that remains unsolvable. 
It's one of those variable equations 
- impossible to tell whether or not I 
should care. I'm not even sure my hu-
mour rule applies to caring. I guess 
I'll have to keep working on riding 
the world of awkwardness. 
Patrick Savard-Walsh 
just a little too blatant. Have a dress 
code if you want people dressing 
nice. Give away a $200 door prize if 
you're trying to increase business -
heck, the $2.50 beer alone may have 
gotten us there. 
Trying to entice women - sor-
ry, customers - to dress "sexy" with 
a $200 cash prize makes us want to 
put on our jogging pants and sports 
bras and stay home. 
Katherine Baker, Sarah Doran, 
and Emily Webb 
Wherein 
the world is 
Steve Nash? 
Myself and two of my colleagues 
have become quite concerned as of 
late due to the absence of Steve Nash 
from the recent issues of The Muse. 
As medical students, our schedules 
are quite full and we are quite busy, 
but we have always made time on 
every Thursday to partake in the lat-
est Steve Nash adventure. I urge you 
on behalf of students everywhere to 
bring Steve back to us so as to inject 
a little sunshine into our otherwise 
dull weeks. 
Michael Ryan, Paul Boland, 
Michael Keough 
• • 
10100 
February 16, 2006 submissions@themuse.ca 
Touch me in the morning 
SEX! 
BY REBECCA HOLLAND 
Touch is essential to life. From the 
minute we are born our parents' 
touches bond us to them through -
feelings of dependence and love. 
As we grow older and become ro-
mantically involved, touch reinforc-
es the connection we have to our sig-
nificant others, whether it's holding 
hands or having sex. Intimacy is in-
creased through every physical link 
we make. One way to increase the 
bond is through massage. 
People have long used massage to 
relieve tension and pain, but many 
people think they should leave it to 
a professional. In some cases this 
is true, but when using massage 
as foreplay you probably won't use 
much pressure or focus on one spe-
cific area, so it's A-okay. 
A sensual massage centres less 
on traditional kneading and pres-
sure and more on light strokes and 
caresses to electrify the nerves. To 
start, use the tips of your fingers or 
fingernails to trace the veins of the 
wrist leading to the palm of your 
partner's hand. Slowing lengthen 
your stroke until you trace your fin-
gers from the crook of the elbow to 
the tips of your partner's fingers. 
Stroking and kissing up your 
partner's arm, concentrate on the 
shoulders and neck. Trace the line 
of the collarbone up the nape of the 
neck. 
Really, the main idea of this mas-
sage is to discover new ways to ex-
cite your partner, so try anything 
that pops into your mind. 
A scalp massage may also be re-
laxing and stimulating. Run your 
fingers through your partner's hair, 
down his or her neck, then up again 
to trace across the forehead. Place 
your two index fingers on the bridge 
of your partner's nose and make a 
sweeping motion up the eyebrows 
and out to the temples. A long stroke 
with medium pressure from under 
the chin to the temples is energiz-
ing and relieves stress from the jaw 
muscles. 
With your partner on his or her 
stomach you can employ a few 
strokes from Swedish massage. Start 
at the lower back and push the heels 
of your palms into his or her back 
with a gliding motion up either side 
of the spine. (Be sure not to apply 
pressure to the spine, which can be 
painful.) 
Finish this stroke by pulling your 
hands from your partner's armpit 
to the hipbone with enough pres-
sure so it won't tickle. After a few 
repeats you can continue down the 
hips and legs to the feet. 
Again, this is all about preference, 
so encourage your partner to vocal-
ize. Your idea of gentle pressure may 
be too much for one area of the body, 
not enough for another. Generally, 
the upper back and neck need less 
pressure than the lower back, but 
this is not always the rule. 
Experimentation is key and the 
more you do, the more ways you will 
find to turn on your partner. If you 
want to add more intimacy and sen-
suality to your relationship, this is 
surely the way to do it. 
I wonder if there are any 
revelations that would make 
me want to end a long-term 
friendship with someone. 
what would they have to 
say? \ 
I guess if 
they were a 
crazy racist, 
that would 
probably do 
But then I wouldn~t be 
friends with them in the 
first place. I bet 
UNLESS the¥'d kept it 
hidden until now. 
could I be friends with 
someone, knowing they're 
a craz¥ racist? And 
would 1t make a 
difference if it never 
it! \ 
~~~!~~ came up that~ 
This is actually a 
pretty tricky question 
I've considered myself, 
Yeah! Because I wouldn•t really 
want to be friends with a crazy 
racist either, but: 1sn · t that sort 
of just fighting in'tolerance with 
intolerance? Tne person was still 
well, I guess the difference 
is that nobody will ever 
9et mad at you for being 
intolerant of racism! Except T-Rex! j 
Really? · 
/ . your friend . for years, '" 
and years, 
so ttiey• re 
probably a 
good person, 
all the cra:zy 
racism 
aside .. 
' for racists. 
BU't it• S 
' okay, because 
everyone 
hates 
racists, 
right:? 
E-e:xcept: for 
racists. 
How Dinosaur Comics changed my life 
MORE PRICKS THAN KICKS 
BY DEVON WELLS 
Only old people are impressed by 
the power of the Internet anymore. 
Everyone accepts that Gmail, MSN 
Messenger, and Wikipedia.org are 
ways of life for the urban know-it-
all. 
But, as blogs expand and get ever-
more boring and redundant, there's 
a side of the web that still remains 
interesting and relevant - web com-
ics. 
Now, let me clarify: The vast bulk 
of web comics are poorly drawn 
sketches with weak jokes that ex-
cite only gamer nerds and kids who 
jerk it to hentai - see Laundry, a 
comic about a boy and soap bub-
bles. Search "hentai" in Google 
Images and you'll understand what 
I mean. 
But, by extension, if you only 
ever saw Armageddon you might 
think all movies suck too. That 
ain't right - just because every idiot 
with Internet access seems to draw 
a comic doesn't mean there aren't a 
few good ones among them. 
And there are. Some well-adjust-
ed people profess a love of Penny 
Arcade, although it doesn't turn my 
crank. Others are really dedicated 
PvP fans. I, however, only read a few 
- Goats, Nothing Nice To Say, and 
especially Dinosaur Comics. 
Dinosaur Comics (www.qwantz. 
com) is drawn by Ryan North, a 20-
something redheaded dude from 
Toronto. It has a plain schtick (kin-
da like the ever-popular Steve Nash 
cartoons): A clipart Tyrannosaurus 
and two other dinosaurs argue. It 
uses the exact same panels every 
day, instead focusing on clever di-
alogue. T Rex usually has a ridicu-
lous, grandiose idea and the other 
two shoot down his logic like Duck 
Hunt. 
Sounds real great, I know. But se-
riously, it's likely the' best cartoon 
on the 'Net, simply because it always 
makes an interesting point with a 
dash of humour (instead of relying 
on second-rate Aqua Teen Hunger 
Force-style weirdness). 
For example, take the comic from 
Dec 15. The dinosaurs argue about 
whether or not it's okay to be friends 
with a racist. Utahraptor makes the 
following point: 
"I wouldn't want to be friends 
with a crazy racist either, but isn't 
that sort of just fighting intolerance 
with intolerance. The person was 
still your friend for years and years, 
so they're probably a good person, 
all the crazy racism aside." 
Profound words from a cartoon 
dinosaur. But, they got me thinking. 
One time I was prepared to stomp a 
racist who'd done some pretty rot-
ten stuff to a close friend of mine. 
Part of me still wants to stomp him. 
But, weirdly enough, this throw-
away comic changed my mind: How 
is beating a douchebag senseless go-
ing to help anything? 
Yes, it reeks of"An eye for an eye 
makes the whole world blind" hip-
pie shit, but cruelty to horrible peo-
ple will only reinforce their beliefs. 
Like anything else, when trying to 
persuade someone, you've got to 
meet them on their own terms. No 
one listens to a pedant, especially 
a pedant with a clenched fist. (Oh, 
the irony of preaching about ped-
antry.) 
Anyway, this point ties back to 
the general suckage of web comics 
too. If you dismiss every dirty car-
toon online, you're going to miss 
some that can really make you laugh 
and maybe even think. Just watch 
out for the hentai. 
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If you could 
pick Jesus 
as your class 
partner, would 
you? 
BY MATT RUMBOLDT 
AND PATRICK SAVARD-WALSH 
.. hinsti'µctor 
· {ld failJesus? 
Probably not ...• Well, yeah 
actually. Jesus is a good guy. He 
gets the job done. 
....,, 
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14 
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20 
38 
41 
44 
48 
62 
65 
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Make your own· 
damn comics results 
0 
\.U~V, Tl-IAT SUV 
LOOKS LlK' A 
BOWLIN6 PIN 
O~ MV 60DI 
TMIS P'N6U\N 
CAN iAUd 
Winner: Seamus Blackmore 
Almost had it: "I think mine's kicking in now.1' -Mark Bailey 
Keep your lookin' balls peeled to this section for more lame fun af-
ter midterm break. 
(Seamus, you can drop by The Muse sometime Monday and collect 
your sweet prize of: the worst CD we can find.) 
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Across 
1. Dyslexic sled 
·5. Sewer adjective 
9. Value 
14. Location 
15. Canon film camera 
16. Neither here nor 
17. Jump 
18. Goodbye 
19. Pig language 
20. Water source (two words) 
23. Ywgnie Mamlsteen does this 
24. Hot punch! 
28. Gwen Stefani blows her mind 
29. Mammary clothing 
31. Steering gear of a ship 
32. Cold metal bender 
35. ___ Arabia, borders Jordan 
37. That guy from the Matrix 
38. QB Aaron Brooks is one 
41. Dummy 
42. Writings 
43. Free word: trine 
44.Egg 
46. Smidgen 
47. Chinese energy 
48. Languag~ spoken in 
Tamilnadu 
50. What skeets wear when robbing 
Needs (two words) 
53. Your spouses female siblings 
(three words) 
57. Mining shaft openings 
60. Periods in time 
61. Small amount 
62. B.C. poles 
63. Against 
64. Mouth refuse 
65. Paris subway 
66. Black ___ , facility in Half-Life 
67. Embrace 
Down 
1. ___ Enchanted, Anne Hathaway 
movie 
2. Free word: liers 
3. The only thing that will stop the 
pain 
4. One of Freud's concepts 
5. Choose 
6. Jennifer Affleck spy-vehicle 
7. Indian bread 
8.Possesthethough 
9. Island 
10. Beagle movie 
u. Ottawa hockey player 
12. Noah's vehicle 
13. Positive answer 
21. Longest British river in terms 
of water flow 
22. Mr. Lodge's exclamation 
Life of Paul 
e..j t..U1~'('"\QY\~ l ~O..Vf., JOI.A.. }"l e..o.r~ 
o.b)tA.+ '6"1'.'.W'I\,; 1 ~cl ? It's 
<'-bo \A.+ -g <l'f'Y'\~·\ O..Y'\~ ~' 5 ruo...J 
O..fld +\.,e..;r \ov\Y\j ~o..+·\oY\~hip. 
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~ 
February 16, 2006 
25. Many smart dudes 
26. Gould Gould Gould Gould 
Gould Gould Gould Gould Gould 
Gould Gould Gould Gould Gould 
Gould Gould Gould Gould Gould 
Gould Gould Gould Gould. Gould 
Gould Gould Gould Gould Gould 
Gould Gould Gould 
27. Struck down 
29. A sheep did this 
30. BDTs 
32. Snout 
33. Basket making action 
34. This crossword 
35. Stiff organism hair 
36. Narrow strips of land 
39. Impermeable plant 
40. Father before the Son 
45. Gather 
47. Constelation 
49. Variant of gizmo 
50. Curses, foiled again in the fab-
ulous '50s 
51. Ski necessity 
52. Pregnant Cruise 
54. The Boston Bruins are one 
55. More sea eagles 
56. Electric juice 
57. Money dispersing robot 
58. A deer, a female deer 
59. Institute of Textile Technology 
BY PAUL BUTT 
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BY SARAH GRYNPAS 
MONTREAL (CUP) - In their early 
days, universities were places for intel-
lectuals, radicals, and artists to create 
a lasting body of knowledge and fos-
ter a culture devoted to understand-
ing the world. 
Students received instruction in all 
disciplines, from languages, theolo-
gy, and mathematics - which are still 
taught today - to military engineer-
ing, dancing, and fencing - which are 
a bit less common. 
Students were taught in close, per-
sonal settings. At Oxford University in 
England - the first English-language 
university in the world - students fre-
quently engaged in discussions with 
their professors rather than passively 
listen to lectures that could have been 
prepared years ago. 
The system wasn't ideal, however. 
Higher education was virtually forbid-
den to anyone other than rich, well-
connected, white men. Universities 
were often overtly religious and teach-
ing atheism was forbidden. 
Times have changed. An increas-
ing number of prospective university 
students think classical education is a 
waste of time. It is possible to attend 
class and never speak to your profes-
sor. With the advent of recorded lec-
tures and online discussion groups 
you're able to ace a course you've nev-
er attended at all. 
Many students are electing to at-
tend community colleges instead of 
a tut 
features@themuse.ca 
Why your arts education 
universities, finding it necessary to 
learn a skill or trade. A simple BA no 
longer seems to cut it in a competitive 
global job market. 
Traditional education 
in a modern world 
Every arts undergrad has likely expe-
rienced the common, "So, what are 
you studying?" question from well-
meaning acquaintances, only to be 
met with a blank stare. "Oh. So, you 
want to be a teacher, then." 
Detractors of the classical arts ed-
ucation claim students with BAs have 
no marketable skills. The cliche of the 
burger-flipping Russian Literature 
PhD is pervasive in our culture, as is 
the notion of the rich, pampered arts 
undergrad maxing out daddy's cred-
it card on designer clothes instead of 
attending class. 
But Paul Yachnin, chair of McGill's 
English department, feels these senti-
ments are unfair. 
"On the whole, I'd say my students 
are smarter than the ones I taught 30 
years ago. They're better read, they 
know more, and they think more logi-
cally. It might be because high schools 
are more intense, because there's more 
pressure on students," he said. 
"Most of the students I've taught at 
a place like McGill see themselves as 
intellectuals." 
Some students have questioned 
whether a broad, unfocused human-
ities education has a place in mod-
ern society. A recent survey by the 
National Association of Colleges and 
Employers found that the starting sal-
aries for people with undergraduate 
degrees in engineering or computer 
science average over $50,000 US. 
In contrast, people with four-year 
undergraduate liberal arts degrees will 
earn barely half that during their first 
year in the workforce. 
The starting salary for someone 
who knows a trade, like an electri-
cian or a tool-and-die maker, is com-
parable to that of a recent humani-
ties graduate. 
Most arguments in favour of a clas-
sical humanities education sound 
vague at best, elitist at worst. When 
its advocates defend studying the hu-
manities or social sciences they usu-
ally point to the moral or intellectu-
al development resulting from such 
courses of study. 
One such proponent is John Fraser. 
The former editor of Saturday Night 
magazine and current master of 
Massey College at the University of 
Toronto holds one of the few positions 
left in modern academia dedicated to 
pure intellectual development. 
Although primarily for graduate 
students, Massey College is one of the 
few vestiges of a traditional style of 
university in Canada. The college is 
an interdisciplinary environment in 
which leaders from all areas of soci-
ety - industry, the arts, and academia 
- can interact without any focus on 
earning money or networking. 
"A comprehensive arts education 
puts you in the pathway of history, 
gives you perspective on the future. 
A proper education deeply influences 
how you see the world," said Fraser. 
Today's flawed BAs 
However, that does not mean the typ-
ical modern bachelor of arts program 
is perfect. Fraser believes most nar-
row undergraduate arts degrees are 
a big mistake. 
"I don't think most students have 
decided on their career at the age of 
17. They should study a wide range of 
subjects in order to find what they're 
truly passionate about," he said. 
"University shouldn't be so regi-
mented. I've seen many students have 
a chance encounter with something 
they thought they'd never be inter-
ested in and then completely changed 
their field of study." 
Bernard Shapiro, former principal 
of McGill and current ethics com-
missioner of Canada, has also been 
outspoken in his criticism of modern 
bachelor of arts programs. He believes 
specializing in one discipline, wheth-
er it's physics or philosophy, is merely 
a watered-down version of a doctor-
ate program. 
"Students should study the scienc-
es, arts, humanities, and social sci-
ences. It's important to be exposed to 
the world outside of their own fields 
of study," he said. 
"This gives students a broad range 
of possibilities to think about their 
lives. They learn to think critically, 
not simply repeat what they've heard 
before." 
Shapiro criticizes the lack of science 
and math included in modern bach-
elor of arts programs, arguing that 
there shouldn't be such a deep gulf 
between these disciplines. 
Despite these problems, Shapiro be-
lieves a traditional humanities educa-
tion remains as relevant in the mod-
ern world as it ever was. However, he 
is concerned that some students tend 
to view a BA as a stepping stone on 
the way to getting a job. 
"My generation was different. In the 
1950s and 1960s, no one worried about 
earning a living because there were 
lots of jobs available," he said. 
"Now, many people are tempted to 
forgo an education that creates grad-
uates who are morally and intellec-
tually autonomous. I understand the 
impulse, but I don't think it's the right 
thing to do." 
In the hopes of offering students 
a more comprehensive education, 
McGill recently created the freshman 
Arts Legacy program, a year-long in-
terdisciplinary approach to the foun-
dations of modern society. 
Molly Churchill decided to partic-
ipate in the program because she be-
lieves it gives her a wide, global foun-
dation for further study in the Faculty 
of Arts. 
ature 
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es who are morally and intellec-
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In the hopes of offering students 
more comprehensive education, 
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fts Legacy program, a year-long in-
f disciplinary approach to the foun-
tions of modern society. 
Molly Churchill decided to partic-
ate in the program because she be-
ves it gives her a wide, global foun-
Arts. 
"It's a way of broadening your 
knowledge and gaining an under-
standing of the world," she said. 
All things considered, Churchill 
isn't worried about her future job 
prospects. 
'Tm against going to school just 
so you can get a job," she said. "Do 
what you like and something will 
come along." 
Escaping the Ivory 
Tower 
Many arts students still feel there's 
something missing from their edu-
cation. All the educators interviewed 
for this article - who have reached the 
upper arenas of academia - recognize 
that a traditional four-year arts degree 
isn't for everyone. 
Fraser knows many students go to 
university straight out of high school 
because that's what's expected of 
them. In contrast, in many European 
countries, it's common to take a year 
off between high school and univer-
sity in order to work, travel, or just 
mentally prepare for four years of in-
tense study. 
He maintains that personal growth 
shouldn't be sacrificed to education. 
He finds that many of the problems of 
modern humanities educations could 
be lessened if students and professors 
let their academic education be tem-
pered by non-academic experience. 
"The Ivory Tower mentality does 
exist, but I feel that students with 
outside experiences get more out of 
university than those without," said 
Fraser. 
"Some kids are better served at 
community college and aren't able 
to really appreciate a university edu-
cation until they're older. The single 
greatest asset in life is experience." 
Fraser emphasizes that students 
who attend university because they 
feel obligated don't get as much from 
their education as they could. To him, 
a humanities education should not be 
analogous to how some viewed church 
attendance in the old days - some-
thing all good people did, automat-
ically. 
Yachnin concurs. He once knew a 
student in a creative writing class who 
displayed tremendous aptitude as a 
novelist. He talked her out of taking 
a degree in creative writing because 
he felt she would be better served ex-
ploring the world outside of the acad-
emy. 
Breaking the university 
mold 
Although ifs something we don't like 
to admit, social class does inevitably 
affect how prospective students view 
the educational experience. 
Yachnin believes the modern uni-
versity system, despite all its benefits, 
does shelter people from many of the 
more unpleasant aspects oflife. 
"Many university students, espe-
cially students at a place like McGill 
which doesn't really position itself as 
a way to gain entry into the job mar-
ket, are sheltered from the harsh re-
alities of poverty," he said. "They have 
certain expectations about themselves, 
about their lives, that aren't always re-
alistic." 
Yachnin says this is not necessari-
ly a bad thing. 
"We don't really have a place in so-
ciety for luxuries anymore," he said. 
"Education for its own sake is valu-
able. It's useful to know things, to be 
educated, to know about philosophy 
or Shakespeare, but also to know about 
the world." 
He believes universities would ben-
efit from outreach programs to attract 
people who don't fit the stereotypical 
university-student mould. 
"When I taught at the University 
of British Columbia, I had students 
who were just as smart and capable as 
the ones at McGill. But a lot of these 
students were first- or second-gener-
ation immigrants who did not have 
the luxury of assuming they could get 
a job without some sort of market-
able skills. I had to encourage them 
to study English literature for its own 
sake," he said. 
Shapiro agrees that cultural factors 
in our society shape the modern uni-
versity. He says students would prof-
it from exposure to people and situ-
ations they may not otherwise get to 
experience - both in and out of the 
classroom. 
"I believe that social barriers keep 
more people out of university than 
financial ones. Many people do not 
like the idea of postponing gratifica-
tion," he said. 
"It's easy to forget that the tradition-
al university culture is only one way of 
thinking among many. Not everyone 
thinks the same way, or has the same 
goals for a university education." 
Shapiro feels, however, that as long 
as the student has the desire to learn, 
as long as they're open to the possi-
bility of thinking, having a bachelor 
of arts degree will serve them later 
in life. 
"With all the new technology avail-
able, getting an education should be 
more accessible, not less. With lec-
tures and course materials available 
online, some people like single par-
ents, mature students, or people who 
are housebound have opportunities to 
get an education." 
Yachnin feels that, despite the way 
many BA programs have changed in 
order to keep up with the demands of 
the marketplace, a humanities educa-
tion still serves the same purpose in 
society as it did at its inception. 
"Universities are for the pursuit of 
knowledge - not as knowledge malls, 
which is what they've become to many 
people, but as a place where individu-
als can immerse themselves in study-
ing things not for their utility, but for 
their beauty." 
With files from Claire Crighton 
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Cross-country 
songwriting tour 
showcases top 
Canadian talent 
BY PAUL SANFORD HEPPLESTON 
Songwriters do more than just play 
tunes. They create a moment, con-
necting with people. 
This Saturday, Feb 18, St John's will 
be treated to an evening of home-
grown Canadian songwriting when 
the Bluebird North Tour lands at the 
LSPU Hall. Artists will take turns 
singing, playing, and talking their 
way through the art of songwriting. 
In this intimate setting, the audi-
ence can really connect with both 
the songs and the artists. 
Producer Shari Ulrich explains the 
show's pared-down concept: "With 
just [the artists] and a piano and a 
guitar, people really hear the songs 
the way they were born. It makes you 
appreciate the writer and the pro-
cess and the actual song in a differ-
ent way." 
As well, the artists don't just sing 
and play but also talk about their 
songs, offering insights into the song-
writing process. 
Ulrich is not only the producer but 
also the host and all-around details 
person who looks after travel and ac-
commodation while on the road. She 
is also an accomplished songwrit-
er and multi-instrumentalist that 
Bluebird audiences can expect to see 
performing onstage. 
This is the fifth national Bluebird 
North Tour, although bimonthly 
showcases have been happening in 
Vancouver and Toronto for the last 
10 years. Saturday marks the tour's 
first visit to Newfoundland, though 
not its first attempt; it was supposed 
to touch down here several years ago 
but had to cancel for reasons Ulrich 
cannot recall. 
When the 7:00 pm show sold out 
quickly, organizers decided to add a 
second show later Saturday night at 
10:00 pm. This came as no surprise to 
Ulrich: "I knew with that lineup the 
venue would be a bit small. It would 
have been nice to do one big one, but 
I have heard such great things about 
[the] LSPU Hall. ... I'm happy to be 
there." 
The Bluebird North Tour is an 
extension of songwriting showcas-
es (modeled after The Bluebird Cafe 
in Nashville) that began with two 
noteworthy songwriters, Amy Sky 
and Marc Jordan. The tour itself is 
now fully run by the Songwriters 
Association of Canada. Once fund-
ing was in place they decided to put 
the show on the road as "a great way 
to showcase Canadian songwriting 
talent." 
Now their support largely comes 
from two organizations: the SOCAN 
Foundation and the Department of 
Canadian Heritage. Both organiza-
tions are dedicated to developing the 
skills of Canadian songwriters as a 
means to, according to the latter's 
website, "promote Canadian con-
tent, foster cultural participation ... 
and strengthen connections among 
Canadians." 
Artists who participate in the 
Bluebird North Tour are members 
of the Songwriters Association and 
the list of members past and present 
is impressive. The current roster in-
cludes such artists as Joel Plaskett, 
Tom Wilson, Jill Barber, Matthew 
Barber, Peter Elkas, and Emm 
Gryner, just to name a few. Beyond 
Ulrich, the shows in St John's will 
feature Jane Siberry, Ron Sexsmith, 
Ron Hynes, Morgan Davis, and Blair 
Packham. 
But, national recognition is not 
a prerequisite for inclusion on this 
tour, only great songwriting. Ulrich 
is proud that Bluebird North is able 
to feature "artists and writers who 
might not have been heard in other 
regions and take them out to build 
their audience. It's really good for 
Canadian music." 
The steady growth of the tour's 
popularity is a sign that something 
is going right. When they first be-
gan, shows mostly took place in little 
bars - not the best venues to show-
case songwriting. Bluebird North's 
eventual move to theatres was nec-
essary, not only to accommodate big-
ger audiences but also to give minors 
a chance to watch and participate. 
According to Ulrich there are "a lot 
of 15-, 16-, 17-year-old songwriters out 
there who need to hear these writ-
ers" both as a means of entertain-
ment and encouragement to devel-
op their own abilities. 
Ulrich is also excited about a possi-
ble compilation CD or DVD that the 
CBC would record on five or six stops 
during next year's tour. She notes that 
an evening with a half-dozen song-
writers and storytellers is something 
"that has a longer shelf-life than the 
two hours it takes to see the show." 
There is also the possibility that 
regional Bluebird North events like 
those in Toronto and Vancouver 
could pop up in other cities, but 
Ulrich confesses it is not something 
to rush. 
"We have to be somewhat careful 
about quality control - that sounds 
so weird," she said. "It is a great event, 
but if it's going to have the Bluebird 
North name and have the songwrit-
ers' stamp on it then we'd like to 
have some consistency in how it is 
done." 
Bluebird North is growing bigger 
and more exciting. Why wouldn't it? 
This is a big country and, as Ulrich 
points out, "there are songwriters 
h ,, everyw ere. 
Tickets are still available for the 
10:00 pm show Saturday night at the 
LSPU Hall for $25. 
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hands of big thugs with 
bigger guns in Firewall. 
Patriot Games with 
half the excitement 
Firewall 
Starring Paul Bettany, Harrison Ford, 
and Virginia Madsen 
Warner Bros 
Rated i4A 
BY PAUL SANFORD H EPPLESTON 
Does anybody else think Hollywood 
is running out of ideas? Firewall lazily 
falls into a category with Mel Gibson's 
Ransom, Charlize Theron's Trapped, 
and Bruce Willis's Hostage (not to 
mention Harrison Ford's own Patriot 
Games) but lacks the thrill and suspense 
of the action found in any of them. 
Here, Ford plays Jack Stanfield, the 
head of security at a mid-sized Seattle 
bank, whose family is kidnapped. He 
must help the bad guys beat the secu-
rity system and steal $100,000,000 or 
his wife and children will be killed. Yes, 
that old story. 
One reviewer said that if Alan Thicke 
were cast instead of Ford, the movie 
would play as ABC's movie of the week. 
Ouch. But, it is true that this feels like 
a B-movie. I'm sure Jeff Fahey or Treat 
Williams have made Firewall at least a 
couple of times each. Of course, they 
had the decency to let their movies go 
straight to video rather than drag au-
diences all the way to the theatre to be 
disappointed. 
First of all, if the producers wanted 
to avoid drawing comparisons to Ford's 
successful role as Jack Ryan (Clear And 
Present Danger, Patriot Games) they 
should have at least given him a differ-
ent name. To watch Jack Stan.field rush 
about like Jack Ryan - grizzled, gruff-
voiced, and full of determination but 
totally devoid of the confidence and 
know-how - is anticlimatic. Han Solo 
and Indiana Jones aside, Jack Ryan is 
Ford at his best; Jack Stanfield is there-
fore Ford at his oldest. 
The writing is awful. Given that 
this is Joe Forte's first go at a big bud-
get movie, it is little wonder. Someone 
should have advised him against jam-
ming such cliched dialogue into over-
ly familiar situations. Forte also scripts 
a red herring immediately transparent 
to Stanfield, thereby serving no purpose 
and begging "Why bother?" 
Director Richard Loncraine also 
helmed the moderately successful 
Wimbeldon and the critically acclaimed 
reworking of Shakespeare's Richard III 
set in i93os England. He also directed 
an episode of 2001's Band Of Brothers, 
but this is his first attempt at a block-
buster. Rather than take his chances 
Loncraine plays Firewall by the book 
and safely follows the formula: Shaky 
camera shots to add to the frenzy, one 
main bad guy with a half-dozen assis-
tant bad guys, one obligatory nice bad 
guy who tries to help the wife and kids, 
an everyman-as-hero who should have 
no hope of beating the well-prepared 
villain. 
Paul Bettany does a fairly good job 
as villain Bill Cox who, like so many 
before him, is merciless to his hench-
men, speaks with a crisp British accent, 
and is narcissistic to a fault. Yawn. As 
far as I'm concerned, Alan Rickman 
perfected the Eurotrash bad guy in Die 
Hard and few since have managed to 
match him. Bettany is a little too blue-
eyed and baby-faced to be thoroughly 
convincing and the script doesn't help 
him any. 
The supporting cast is solid if under-
used. Virginia Madsen, Robert Patrick, 
and Robert Forster all turn in stock 
performances, their talent squandered 
by the lifeless script and generic pro-
duction. 
Really, this is Air Force One on the 
ground. Savour the metaphor. 
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CUBA-VARADERO 
7 NIGHTS ALL-INCLUSIVE 
Playa Coleta 
3.5 star 
Depart Apr. 30 
$1099 
Based on dbl. occupancy. 
Check out www.travelcuts.com for our 
'Best of All-lnclusives' property profiles 
St. John's return departures. Valid for new bookings only on date shown. More information is available from 
a travel agent. Taxes and surcharges not included. Prices subject to change at any time without notice. 
Travel ans is owned and opcrarcd by the <:anadlan Federation of Students. 
Counselors: Combined childcare/teaching. Must be able to teach or lead one or more 
of the following activities: gymnastics, tennis, swim (WSl's), sail, canoe, water ski, arts 
(including stained glass, sewing, jewelry, wood, photo), dance, music, theatre, archery, 
wilderness trips, field sports, equestrian, climbing wall. 
Service Workers: including openings for kitchen, laundry, housekeeping, secretaries, 
maintenance & grounds, and kitchen supervisor. 
Non-smokers only. June 18 to August 20. Attractive salary (US) plus travel allowance. 
To Apply: Applications and photo gallery are available on our website: 
www.kippewa.com or contact us at the numbers listed below for a staff 
brochure. 
Kippewa, 926 Route 135, Monmouth, Maine 04259-6606, U.S.A. 
tel: 207-933-2993 I fax: 207-933-2996 I email:info@kippewa.com 
Everyone wants a happy ending. 
STARTS FRIDAY FEBRUARY 17th AT A THEATRE NEAR YOUI 
Check Directory or www.trlbute.ca for Locations and Showtimes 
Read The Muse online at 
www.themuse.ca 
--
Page 16 
MUN CINEMA SERIES 
BY MILDRED PIERCE 
Here is a perfect example of disturbing 
subject matter transformed through 
art and imagination into beauty. 
The title of this indie award winner, 
Everything Is Illuminated, shows us 
the film's themes. Be prepared to be 
enlightened. 
Narrated by Alex (Eugene Hutz), 
the film is a journey into memory and 
trauma. Alex is a Ukrainian who has 
the odd job of taking North American 
Jews to the places their ancestors died 
so horribly in the war - not an alto-
gether common occupation. 
Alex tells us about taking these 
trips as a young boy with his grand-
father, an extraordinary character 
who claims to be blind - that's right, 
a blind Ukrainian driver. Although 
Alex's voice fills the soundtrack it 
is really the young Jonathan (Elijah 
Wood) who occupies the moral cen-
tre of the film. 
A strangely intelligent young man, 
Jonathan has a compulsion to collect 
bits and pieces of his life and store 
them in Ziploc bags. He is rich, self-
indulgent, ethnocentric, but vulnera-
ble to change. His journey to Ukraine 
is motivated by a search to find the 
woman who apparently saved his own 
grandfather's life. Along the way he 
learns a lot more than he bargained 
for. 
As you will see, cultures - not to 
mention languages - clash in hilar-
ious ways when Jonathan hires Alex 
and his grandfather to help him find 
this woman. Much of the original hu-
mour comes from Alex's hysterical 
mangling of English. Jonathan ab-
sorbs this strange duo and the beauti-
ful countryside into which they jour-
ney with a kind of stoic bafflement. In 
many ways he serves as a convenient 
foil for Alex, who idolizes American 
culture and its inexplicably popular 
icons like Michael Jackson. Indeed, 
his dog is even named Sammy Davis 
Jr, Jr. 
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Based on a well-regarded novel by 
Jonathan Safran Foer, Everything Is 
Illuminated takes Jonathan and us 
down a very strange and unpredict-
able road. There is so much com-
ic exaggeration here we are almost 
completely distracted at first, not nec-
essarily prepared for the dark conse-
quences of discovery that come up in 
the movie's second half. 
Director Liev Schreiber's debut film 
is brilliant in its expert mix of tones 
and in its stunning ways of revealing 
information. In many ways this is a 
movie that shows us there are many 
different ways of seeing. As the years 
pass and the horrors of the Holocaust 
become mythologized as universal 
myth it is more important than ever 
to shed light on history. 
Eugene Hutz, perhaps best known 
for appearing with his gypsy punk 
band Gogol Bordello, is a wonder. 
Elijah Wood also establishes himself 
as a serious performer with much 
more to his repertoire than hobbit feet. 
Above all, Everything Is Illuminated is 
a gorgeously visual work, at times sur-
real and haunting, always inspiring 
Everything Is Illuminated plays 
Thursday, Feb 23 at Empire Studio 
12 in the Avalon Mall. Sh.owtime is 
J:OO pm. 
Martin reinvents 
The Pink Panther . 
The Pink Panther 
Starring Kevin Kline, Steve Martin, 
and Jean Reno 
MGM 
Rated G 
BY ADAM RIGGIO 
Don't think about Peter Sellers. Of 
course that's impossible since I've 
mentioned him, but try to remem-
ber that Sellers died in 1980 and now 
Steve Martin is playing his charac-
ter, Inspector Clouseau, in The Pink 
Panther. And, he plays him quite well. 
Martin is no Sellers and he nev-
er tries to be. He recasts the charac-
ter without trying to impersonate the 
original actor. Martin's Clouseau is 
still bumbling, still slapstick, still ig-
norant of his idiocy, but warmer than 
the Sellers version. 
Clouseau 2006 is gifted with some 
brilliant insight into the loneliness of 
the character. He feels depressed some-
times about how his professionalism 
keeps him from forming deeper per-
sonal relationships. 
His assigned partner Ponton (Jean 
Reno) is more than just an excellent 
straight man for the Clouseau mad-
ness, but is a true friend. Love interest 
and secretary Nicole (Emily Mortimer), 
while also the requisite cute girl with 
plastic-rimmed glasses, develops a gen-
uine emotional attachment to this in-
sane man. 
Perhaps it helps that the genuine-
ly skilled Martin co-wrote the script. 
He takes all the key elements of the 
old franchise - Clouseau, Inspector 
Dreyfus (Kevin Kline) slowly going 
mad, the diamond, and the beautiful 
woman under suspicion - and com-
bines them in novel ways. 
One person involved with The Pink 
Panther who is unskilled is director 
Shawn Levy, who also directed the 
Steve Martin mainstream cash cow 
Cheaper By The Dozen. There is an en-
tirely stupid framing device at the start 
of the film where Dreyfus explains how 
he met Clouseau and sets up the central 
crime - the murder of the French na-
tional soccer coach and disappearance 
of his titular Pink Panther diamond. 
After this scene the movie never 
uses the narrative device again, ren-
dering it useless and unnecessary. Levy 
could have just played the opening se-
quence as simple events, since the ac-
tions of everyone involved would have 
been obvious. 
Kline himself is woefully underused. 
Though there are some excellent set 
pieces where Clouseau unintentional-
ly beats Dreyfus half to death, as goes 
the tradition of the films, Kline can be 
hilarious in his own right. The scenes 
between Clouseau and Dreyfus would 
be on the level of Sellers and Herbert 
Lorn in A Shot In The Dark if Kline were 
allowed to bring his own character to 
match the absurdity of Clouseau. 
Then there is the wonderful cameo 
from Clive Owen as American agent 
006. 
Every laugh in The Pink Panther is 
utterly cheap. There is one expensive 
laugh P.Oking fun at American airport 
security post-Sept 11. Clouseau's accent 
and smuggled hamburgers get him into 
trouble with the guards and an attack 
dog named W. 
Steve Martin has created his new 
Clouseau as a less cartoonish, margin-
ally more self-aware and more human 
character than the original version. The 
Pink Panther is a film with flaws, most 
obviously incompetent direction. But, 
Martin and Reno have enough charis-
ma to carry what could have been a me-
diocre rehash into a genuinely amus-
ing film. 
All The Pink Panther needs to cre-
ate a great franchise is another Steve 
Martin script and Bow.finger director 
Frank Oz - that would be a definite 
classic. 
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Beth Orton 
Comfort Of Strangers 
Astralwerks 
Singer/Songwriter Pop 
BY ADAM RIGGIO 
In other reviews of Comfort Of 
Strangers Beth Orton has been com-
pared to Norah Jones, mostly by people 
wondering why Jones went platinum 
and Orton is still firmly in indepen-
dent circles and sales figures. Jones's 
best work is Orton's worst hangover. 
Singer-songwriters are not always 
my type. But, after repeated listens to 
this album, Orton quite frankly se-
duced me. The songs on Comfort Of 
Strangers revolve around the usu-
al singer-songwriter topics of loneli-
ness and heartbreak - perfect to review 
over that blackest of times: Valentine's 
Day. 
Orton's off-kilter, warbling voice 
has an air of charming imperfection, 
sneaking in an unexpectedly impres-
sive vocal range. She accomplishes a 
difficult musical task of writing an al-
bum oflow-key guitar and piano songs 
that sounds different from other low-
key guitar and piano songs. 
The strength of this album is re-
ally in the lyrics, accentuated by the 
spartan arrangements. Songs such as 
album opener "Worms," "Shopping 
Trolley," "Shadow Of A Doubt," and 
"Conceived" crack by with a biting wit 
and naked emotion. Not all the songs 
are as powerful as these, and if Orton 
wrote 14 songs to equal them that al-
bum would be decade-defining - if 
anyone bought it. 
Buy this album and help Beth Orton 
define a decade. 
Download: Conceived 
Dem Franchize Boyz 
On Top Of Our Game 
So So Def/Virgin 
Dirty South Rap 
BY PATRICK SAVARD-WALSH 
This album blows. 
I'd normally try to be more de-
scriptive and explanatory, but Dem 
Franchize Boyz didn't deem it nec-
essary to put any effort into making 
this CD, so I'm not particularly mo-
tivated. 
It makes me wonder what's hap-
pened to the Atlanta hip-hop scene. 
At one point not so long ago the explo-
sion of the Atlanta scene was the dis-
covery of the Western world in terms 
of rap and R& B. Rich and bountiful 
in untapped resources, it was produc-
ing talented performers like Usher, 
Ludacris, and OutKast at seemingly 
endless rates. 
But then, on a day like any other, the 
bottom of the barrel was scraped and 
its name was Jermaine Dupri. 
Dupri has done for hip-hop what 
Kim Jong-ii has done for North Korean 
tourism. His label, So So Def Records, 
is deconstructing rap, somehow find-
ing the funds to keep its B-list artists 
pimped up stylistically but hoed down 
creatively. 
Dem Franchize Boyz is just the lat-
est poster child for his incompetence. 
On Top Of Our Game is what middle-
aged suburbanites think of when they 
discredit rap as music. 
What's "Franchized" are the dull, 
unimaginative beats and by-the-book 
lyrics ("When I hit the scene they take 
pictures call me Kodak I These hoes 
goin' crazy like think they need some 
Prozac") that play like the soundtrack 
for a movie about urban life written 
by Steve Forbes and probably called 
Niggaz 'N' Bitches: How Rap Music 
Destroyed Our Children. 
On a good note, it's shit like this that 
makes quality hip-hop that much bet-
ter. Don't think that because of a pen-
chant for this newspaper to run positive 
reviews of obscure indie rock we can't 
appreciate creative, well-produced rap. 
There just isn't any on this album. 
Download: A virus that will 
wipe out your computer. You de-
serve it if you're thinking about 
buying this CD. 
Richard Ashcroft 
Keys To The World 
Parlophone/EMI 
Rock 
BY PAUL SANFORD HEPPLESTON 
My immediate response to post-Verve-
glory-day projects is bitter rejection. I 
don't want solo albums and half-assed 
bands (sorry, but The Shining was lame) 
- I want The Verve. 
But The Verve is done, despite ru-
mours that circulate and torment fans 
everywhere. 
Keys To The World is Richard 
Ashcroft's third solo effort and, like 
his two previous albums, some will love 
it, some will hate it, and most will ig-
nore it altogether - which is unfortu-
nate because it's a good album. 
The first radio single, "Break The 
Night With Colour," is classic Ashcroft, 
complete with string sections, simple-
but-catchy hooks, and a steady pacing 
that lures us towards an outro loaded 
with multilayered vocal tracks. Ashcroft 
shows his penchant for strings-heavy 
songs throughout, but thankfully there 
remains enough diversity in the tracks 
to sustain interest start to finish. 
Great songs include the Motown-
tinted lead-off track "Why Not 
Nothing?" and the title track "Keys To 
The World," which borrows the pulse 
and urgency of "Weeping Willow," 
one of Urban Hymns' strongest songs. 
Actually, most songs are at least en-
gaging, if not passable. Only "Why Do 
Lovers?" registers as a dud - I can't lis-
ten to it. I find the chorus unbearable, 
as much as it pains me to say. 
Listeners are best to disassociate 
·Keys To The World from Ashcroft's 
work in The Verve, as difficult as it may 
be. Evaluated on its own, or even in the 
catalogue of Ashcroft's other solo ef-
forts, this is a solid album. 
Download: Keys To The World 
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Bill Brennan 
Solo Piano 
Independent 
Instrumental Piano 
BY ANSHUMAN lDDAMSETTY 
Solo Piano is a record of original 
compositions by Bill Brennan, a 
talented musician with an exhaus-
tive repertoire of achievements 
that includes composing scores 
to such films as Ang Lee's The Ice 
Storm and Denzel Washington's 
Antwone Fisher. Oh, he's a local 
Newfoundlander to boot. 
On his album, Brennan address-
es the wide-open geography of our 
storied provinc~, attempting to cap-
ture the essence of our desolate cold 
stretches and rocky hillsides with 
his trembling ivories. 
But this isn't a simple instrumental 
arrangement with a decided rubber-
boot aesthetic. Solo Piano doesn't 
even mention Newfoundland, nor 
does it have to - there's a haunt-
ing quality here of isolated hori-
zons and a cooling vastness, a de-
liberate air of quiet tension that's 
inherently unique to our corner of 
the world. 
The 10 tracks consist of four previ-
ously composed pieces and six orig-
inal improvisations, all recorded at 
our own DF Cook Recital Hall. 
Inflections of European jazz make 
their way into the album's "world at 
large" motif and have a habit oflin-
gering in the mind long after the 
compositions are done. 
Brennan has scored the inner 
soundtrack to anyone standing on 
a chilly November morning, where 
emotions linger by degrees and 
haunt the lonely expanses we call 
home. 
There's a CD release concert for 
Solo Piano on March 7 at the DP 
Cook Recital Hall. 
All Mixed 
Up: Oh, 
Canada ... 
BY PAUL SANFORD HEPPLESTON 
Lots of you seem to dig the "All 
Mixed Up" concept. Thanks to all 
those who have sent songs or en-
tire lists and ideas for future mix-
es. Keep 'em coming! 
Although my egomaniacal ten-
dencies would rather keep this to 
myself and continue to push my fa-
vourites on you, I'm sure you'd tire 
of that quickly. So, let your choice 
be heard. E-mail me your picks for 
the next mix tape: "Oh, Canada: The 
Top Canadian Songs Of All Time". 
(Maybe don't bother with anything 
pre-1900). Send your picks to proj -
ect.musetape@gmail.com. 
Really bad choices will be sub-
mitted to arts writers and mocked 
mercilessly, so save your Nickelback 
votes, okay? 
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O'Reilly~s: Ballads with Con 
O'Brien (9:00 pm) _ 
·ruesday) 
'Bar None: Pla11 
~ike 
·,~'. 
:t)ary 21 
Chaos: operi 
CBTG's: Mick Davis_, Mark Bragg, 
Jill Porter, John Brophy (10:00 pm, 
$~ . 
. :~Yi~FatCat: $on~~it~r's ni.ght_ ' 
: ·"O''It,etlly's: Open,J'.l:~:tke (10:06 p:rn);. 
La:ny Foley and Rob Cook (12:00 
pm} 
Wednesday, February 21 
[tits and Culture(,:entte: Atlantic 
,,J~~~J~t presents A-rµqJl.e~ (S:oo pm~· 
$~~/$22.so students) ,~;' ' 
· 'lhe Breezeway~ Open mike with 
Terry McDonald 
"'l:he Fat Cat: Dar~eH Cooper 
, ,,()~Reilly's: FergU$ 0,Byrne and 
. ~~nnotO'Reilly (1()~9,9ppi) . . .• 
··  ~xr's: Peter ·l'ffi~r'Vaez~ ~addy 
,, y, Jordan Young>· 
011be Ship Pub: Po~'t!ight feat. The 
Rgsalines (9:00 p~ $5} 
Have an event you would like to 
see listed here? Send it to sightsand-
sounds@themuse.ca before Monday, 
Feb 20. 
departing canada by May23/06 - . 
Travel CUTS consultal'Jtfor mored 
-. 
---
• 
• 
ct enc 
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Trout Pond to become Toxin Pond 
Ir's EASY BEING GREEN 
BY JUANITA KING 
Just south of Buchans in Central 
Newfoundland there is a serene pond 
teeming with fish and waterfowl. But, 
its future is in danger - it is at risk of 
becoming a toxic dump. 
Aur Resources, a Canadian mining 
company, plans to use Trout Pond as a 
tailings management area for its min-
ing project. This decision is stirring 
up controversy and angering environ-
mentalists all across Canada. 
In 2002, the Metal Mining Effluent 
Regulations were passed, forbidding 
anyone from dumping toxins into a 
live body of water. During the draft-
ing process, an amendment called 
Schedule II was added, allowing min-
ing sites already dumping in live wa-
ters fo continue. New mines, howev-
er, are not allowed to dump toxins 
into live bodies of water. 
BAKHT!YARPEER 
"They lied," said Chad Griffiths, 
spokesperson for the Trout Pond 
Action Group (TPAG). "Aur 
Resources, backed by Environment 
Canada, is now pushing through a 
process that would see its mine on 
that Schedule II. This would effec-
tively allow Aur Resources to not only 
destroy an entire pond and risk the 
Exploits River system, but would also 
set a national precedent that would 
grant anyone access to this exemp-
tion." 
If lakes like these are classified as toxic waste dumps, fresh water trout might soon turn into fresh water trash. 
back 30 years." pond and fill it with toxins can hardly 
be called an option - environmental-
ly, legally, or even for the surround-
ing communities, economically," said 
Griffiths. 
"This has the potential to set 
Canadian environmental regulation 
TPAG is a group of concerned cit-
izens across· Canada that isn't op-
posed to the mine, but is asking Aur 
Resources to follow the regulations. 
If Schedule II is amended to include 
Trout Pond it will effectively reclassi-
fy it as an industrial waste dump for 
mine tailings. 
"Aur Resources' plan to destroy a 
He says it is Environment Canada's 
job to do the same work as his group, 
like finding environmentally friend-
ly alternatives, but they are not do-
ing so. 
THE 
/ 
OF REGIONAL 
POLICY AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
• Now is your chance to get research support, 
to network and to make a difference. · 
THE HARRIS CENTRE has research funding for students interested in provincial 
economic competittveness. The program is in collaboration with the Strategic 
Partnership - which consists of the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador, the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Labour and the Business Caucus of 
Newfoundland and Labrador. 
Grants will be awarded for research related to: 
• Labour Relations 
.. Taxation Polley 
• Labour Market Development 
.. Capital Investment 
$5,000 grants are available to graduate students and $2,500 avai\ab\e to 
undergraduate students preparing research papers (theses or major course papers} 
as a part of their programs. 
The application process is simple. 
Vis1t www.mun.ca!harriscentrelsp;.php for details or call David Yetman at 
737-2120 or email at dyetman@mun.ca 
The deadline for submission of applications is Feb. 281 2006. 
"They defend the plan to turn the 
pond into a dump," he said. "They also 
support Aur Resources' intention to 
essentially deregulate the Fisheries 
Act." 
Griffiths says TPAG plans to hold 
meetings in March to discuss the is-
sue with concerned citizens. 
The group is also working at the na-
tional level with partners trying to put 
the case on parliamentary and Senate 
committee agendas, specifically the 
Committee on Fisheries. 
Meanwhile, both Aur Resources 
and Environment Canada continue 
their push to dump tailings in Trout 
Pond. 
"In 10 to 12 years the mine, the jobs, 
and the habitat will be all gone, but the 
toxins will remain," said Griffiths. 
Memorial 
University of Newfoundland 
President's A ward for , 
Distinguished Teaching 
Nominate a professor for 
outstanding teaching. 
The President's A ward for Distinguished Teaching 
honours faculty members who, through their creative 
approaches and sustained commitment to teaching, 
have enriched their students' learning experience at 
Memorial University. The award recognizes teaching 
excellence over an extended period of years. 
Nomination information is available from: 
www. distance. mun. ca/faculty or 
Elizabeth N oseworthy 
Instructional Development Office 
Room ED1028: Phone: 737-7540 
E-mail: enosewor@mun.ca 
Deadline for receipt of nominations is 
March 31, 2006. 
Co-sponsored by: Office of the President, Alumni Affairs 
and Development, and the Instructional Development 
Office, Distance Education and Leaming Technologies. 
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Wolllan gets new face, 
world gets new problellls 
With word of the world's 
first successful face 
transplant, experts mull 
over the health risks and 
ethical dilemmas 
BY SHAUN KILLEN 
AND PAULA MENDON<(A 
What was once only possible in John 
Travolta action flicks has now become 
a reality. 
The world's first recipient of a partial 
face transplant held a press conference 
last week, allowing the public to see the 
results of this historic surgery. 
Isabelle Dino ire, 38, had her face dis-
figured when a dog attacked her last 
year. She made her first public appear-
ance since French surgeons performed 
the operation last November. In a proce-
dure reminiscent of a Hollywood mov-
ie, the face of a brain-dead patient, in-
cluding the skin, muscles, blood vessels, 
and nerves, was removed and used to re-
place a large portion ofDinoire's face. 
"I have a face like everyone else," 
Dinoire told reporters in France. "A 
door to the future is opening." Although 
the surgery did not completely restore 
her appearance, she says she will now 
be able to resume a normal life. 
Falling Sand 
Game will take 
grip on your 
soul. Stop read-
ing this colum 
right now. No 
seriously, right . 
now. You'll 
waste hours of 
your life. Fine i 
- your health. 
The groundbreaking surgery gives 
hope to patients who have been disfig-
ured by accidents or diseases such as 
cancer. However, many experts won-
der if a fascination with the procedure 
has distracted people from ethical con-
siderations. 
Some fear that face recipients may 
suffer adverse psychological effects 
while adjusting to their new face. Others 
have expressed concerns over consent 
issues that surround donors and their 
families. Since tissues required for the 
procedure must come from a live do-
nor, families of patients in irreversible 
comas would have to allow their loved 
one's face to be removed before the plug 
gets pulled. 
The main worry is that unlike other 
forms of transplantation, recipients of 
facial transplants would not be termi-
nally ill yet would be subjecting them-
selves to enormous health risks. For ex-
ample, rejection of the transplant by the 
body would likely result in death. 
"Skin is apparently one of the most 
difficult organs to transplant and the 
risks of rejection are most acute," said 
Daryl Pullman, a professor of medical 
ethics at Memorial. "Even if the trans-
plant is successful, the recipient will 
need to be on very strong anti-rejec-
tion drugs for the rest of his or her life, 
which can, [and] some suggest will, lead 
to kidney failure and/or cancer." 
Also, because facial transplantation 
is essentially cosmetic surgery, some 
wonder if the health care needed to sup-
port it can be justified. 
"Most other transplantations [like] 
heart, kidneys, [and] liver are undertak-
en in order to save the life of the recipi-
ent and not primarily for social [or] psy-
chological reasons," said Pullman. "This 
is one of the unique concerns about this 
kind of transplant." 
Surgical teams currently consider-
ing facial transplants in North America 
have numerous volunteers willing to 
undergo the procedure. Recently, doc-
tors at Ohio's Cleveland Clinic were al-
lowed to select a suitable recipient can-
didate. 
For someone whose sense ofidentity 
and belonging has been lost, this sur-
gery could mean a return to normal-
cy. But ultimately patients and doctors 
must decide whether the benefits of fa-
cial transplants outweigh the risks. 
Unfortunately, due to a lack of knowl-
edge still surrounding the procedure, 
there may be additional risks not yet 
apparent. 
"The procedure is so new and so risky 
that many question whether or not it is 
even possible to get an informed con-
sent from potential recipients," said 
Pullman. 
BAKHTIYAR PEER 
Falling Sand Game -like 
Sim City but with no point 
THE INTERNET IS FUCKED UP 
-DIG? 
BY MARK CLUETT 
I have wasted hours on the Internet -
many of them in a row. Sites like Fark. 
com and Engadget.com update many 
times an hour, giving procrastinators 
endless fodder to fuel their need for 
distraction. 
However, once in a while an ulti-
mate time waster will come ak>ng and 
take over my life. 
Falling Sand Game (http://chir.ag/ 
stuff/sand) is one such waster. This 
Java-based game lets you control four 
main particles in a simple environ-
ment: Sand, water, salt, and oil fall 
from the top of the screen. These parti-
cles mix with other manipulators (like 
wall, fire, plant, spout, and wax) to af-
fect each other in different ways. 
Their combinations and subsequent 
effects are countless, but that's the fun 
of the game - experimenting with what 
everything can do. Fire burns oil and 
plant ferociously and wax slowly; water 
makes plant grow like a tumour. 
By the time you have any notion of 
what to do, your computer screen is 
filled with the debris these elements 
have left behind. Only in the middle 
of this chaos will you begin to under-
stand the workings of Falling Sand 
Game. 
But, that is the beauty of it. The cha-
os brings you closer to those you play 
the game with - pointlessly experi-
menting and wasting time. 
I foolishly thought I had mastered 
Falling Sand Game (as far as you can 
master a pointless game) until a gi-
ant yellow blob consumed my entire 
screen. I tried setting him on fire and 
firing a nuke at him, but he only con-
sumed them and became more violent. 
This, the strangely named namekuji, is 
but another element of the game. 
It seems namekuji is Japanese for 
slug. Pouring salt on him shrinks him 
like a regular slug until he gets so small 
he explodes. This is the epitome of the 
bizarre logic contained in Falling Sand 
Game. 
What's even weirder is the lack of 
any information about the game. The 
site offers no knowledge about who 
made it or how to play it. It only links 
to a Park.com thread and some screen-
shots of the game. 
The most explanation you get is in 
song form. The site hosts a song writ-
ten by Tim DeBruine called "Falling 
Sand Song." It only laments the song-
writer's inability to understand any of 
his actions in the game, but like the 
game itself, the song requires many 
plays before you fully understand it. 
Once you're done with Falling Sand 
Game you can move on to the even 
more bizarre Hell Of Sand. It has the 
same exact rules, but it includes a hand 
tool to throw the namekuji around and 
zombies affected by namekuji and the 
elements. 
But, if you've gotten to the point 
where you need to delve further into 
the world of falling sand and giant 
slugs, maybe you're worse off than 
me. 
Europe, Australia or 
New Zealand. 
STUDENT AIRFARES 
RAIL & BUS PASSES 
.TOURS & EXCURSIONS 
HOSTEL MEMBERSHIPS 
LOW COST INSURANCE 
Travel CUTS is owned and operated by the Canadian Federation of Students. 
www.themuse.ca 
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For Rent 
TWO RENOVATED BDRMS with 
windows, siding, insulation, 
tarred roof, fire-rated Gyproc, 
some laminate and hardwood, 
w/d hookup, 28 Boncloddy St, 
$630 pau, available immediate-
ly, call Alice at 753-7833. 
ONE ROOM AVAILABLE Feb 1, 
five-minute walk from MUN. 
$375/month, h/I and w/d includ-
ed. Call 687-5568. 
ROOM IN FOUR-BDRM house 
on Freshwater Rd. 10-minute 
walk from MUN and Avalon 
Mall. Cable TV and h/I includ-
ed. $305. Available March 1. 
Call 754-9226. 
UNFURNISHED BDRM in five-
bdrm home. Includes refriger-
ator, stove, w/d, cable TV and 
Internet. Five minutes from 
MUN. Parking available. Non-
smoking students preferred. No 
pets. Available March l. $300 
plus 115 pou. Contact Jade at 
749-4455 or shan p0619@hot-
mail.com. 
THREE-BDRM BASEMENT apt. 
Two full bathrooms, brand new 
appliances, f/s, w/d, furnished, 
five-minute walk from MUN, 
off-road parking, wood floors, 
carpet in bedrooms, back-
yard, two entrances. $800 pou. 
Contact Melantha at melon-
• 
ass1 e 
tho _ angel@hotmail.com or 
693-1916 and leave a message. 
BRIGHT AND SPACIOUS two-
, bdrm above-ground base-
ment apt. Separate entrance, 
off-street parking, w/d hookup. 
$475 pou, no pets. Call 738-1073 
or 687-4057. 
For Sale 
COMPAQ PRESARIO 2600 laptop. 
Excellent condition, warran-
ty. 14" screen, DVD/CD-RW, 
40 GB hard drive, 518 MHz, 
480 RAM. Offers welcomed. 
Interested? Contact chris 
martin2@mailcity.com. 
COLDPLAY TICKET to ACC 
show in Toronto on Thursday, 
March 23. $100. Call 746-6965 or 
754-0243 for more info. 
2001 GRAND AM SE 4 door, 4 cyl, 
studded tires, new brakes, a/ 
c, tilt steering, cruise control, 
CD player, power seat, power 
windows, power mirrors, pow-
er trunk, keyless entry. $6,000 
ono. 747-4462 or 690-5989. 
1990 PONTIAC SUNBIRD LE. 4-
door sedan, automatic. One 
owner, very good condition, 
well-maintained (only 3 years 
in Newfoundland.) Cruise, a/c, 
power locks and windows with 
interior trunk release, am/fm 
cassette stereo, winter and 
submissions@themuse.ca 
summer tires. Asking $950. 
Open to all offers. 754-7907. 
GUITAR AMP. Crate GLX 120 
watts. Solid state combo 
with three channels. One 12" 
speaker. Built-in chromatic tun-
er. 16 built-in digital fx. Bought 
new in July 2005. Footswitch, 
manual, and five-year trans-
ferable warranty included. 
Asking $350. Contact Jordan 
at 690-4556 or iordanyoung _ 
nfld@yahoo.ca. 
PENTIUM 4 LAPTOP, 2.0 
GHz, 512 MB RAM, 40 
GB hard drive, 15" XGA 
screen, CD-RW/DVD. $600. da-
vidgodsell@hotmail.com. 
2004 PONTIAC GRAND AM. 6 cyl. 
Fully loaded. Power windows, 
power lock, power brake, pow-
er driver's seat, ale, tilt steer-
ing, CD player, cruise control, 
rear spoiler. Studded and all-
season tires. Excellent condi-
tion inside and out. $11,900 ono. 
728-8651. 
Wanted 
INTERSTED IN SHARING 
your knowledge of music? 
The Boys and Girls Clubs 
of St John's are looking for vol-
unteers to teach piano to some 
of our members. Contact Erika 
Collins through e-mail: erikacol-
lins@stiohnsclub.nf .net or call 
579-2586. 
PLACE TO HOUSESIT. Mature 
graduate couple willing to hous-
esit from mid-April to the end 
of August preferably in the 
downtown or Central St John's 
area. We are animal lovers and 
non-smokers. Interested par-
ties call 722-2790. 
QUIZNOS IS HIRING full- and 
part-time positions. Please for-
ward resume to 738-2671 ore-
mail bemason@nf.aibn.com. 
RIDE FROM DEER LAKE 
to St John's on Sunday, 
Feb 26. Willing to help 
pay for gas. Please contact 
Samantha at i _ became _ 
a _ iedi@hotmail.com or call 
745-3726 (St John's, before Feb 
17) or 635-5532 (Deer Lake, Feb 
17 - 26). 
Clubs and Societies 
PAGAN SOCIETY. Wednesday 
evenings, meetings, ritual plan-
ning, fun activities. For more 
info see www.geocities.com/ 
nf _ pagan _ society or contact 
us as nf _ pagan _ society@ya-
hoo.com. 
CHI ALPHA CHRISTIAN 
Fellowship holds weekly ser-
vices and socials on Fridays, 
starting at 7:30 pm in ED-1020. 
Page 21 
Everyone's welcome! For more 
info visit www.chialpha.ca. 
NEWFOUNDLAND~HEMED 
POT LUCK and mixer by 
MUNARCH and MUCSS, in 
the earth sciences building, on 
Friday Feb 17. It will probably 
start at around 4:00 pm, with 
the mixer at 5:00 pm. Everyone 
is encouraged to bring some 
kind of Newfoundland treat. 
For Interest 
STUDY MEDICINE in Europe. 
www.medical-school.ca. 
Contact canadmin@medical-
school.ca. 
SPEAK BETTER. At Memorial 
Toastmasters you can build 
valuable communication skills 
at your own pace. Meetings are 
held every Wednesday at 6:00 
pm in C-2026 and visitors are al-
ways welcome. Please ioin us 
to see if Toastmasters is right 
for you. www.mun.ca/toast-
masters. 
GUIDING MEMBERS! Let's all 
unite and wear our guiding uni-
form to work, to school, and 
to play on Feb 22 to celebrate 
Lord and Lady Baden Powell. 
Let's be proud! 
TUTORING ANY COURSE. 
Greenlight Tutors available 
for editing, typing, proofread-
ing, and instruction. Lowest 
rates guaranteed! Contact 
greenlighttutors@gmail.com 
or www.geocities.com/green-
lighttutors. 
FREE MOCK MCAT. The 
Princeton Review at MUN, 
March 4. Contact www.princ-
etonreview.com or l-800-
2REVl EW. 
Personals 
CIRCUMSTANCES NEVER 
brought us together. I can't 
stop thinking about you. 
Maybe this will help - Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday 
last fall at the cafe in the 
education building, 10:00 am -
11:00 am. Who are you? 
WERE YOU INVOLVED?wayne-
gretzkysad@gmail.com. 
CAREER 
INFORMATION 
SESSION 
What: 
A Career in Occupational Therapy: 
Enter Through a MSc(OT) Degree 
Where: 
MUN, Science Building, 
Room SN2105 
When: 
Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2006 
12:00 - 1 :00 p.m. 
Who For: 
Those looking for a rewarding & 
well paying career 
Presenter: 
Dr. Elizabeth Townsend, Director 
School of Occupational Therapy, 
Dalhousie University 
'
DALHOUSIE 
UNIVERSITY 
Impiri11g Minds 
LSAT MCAT 
GMAT GRE 
Preparation Seminars 
·~ Complete 30-Hour Seminars 
• Proven Test-Taking Strategies 
• Personalized Professional Instruction 
• Comprehensive Study Materials 
"' Simulated Practice Exams 
"' Free Repeat Policy 
• Personal Tutoring Available 
-Page 22 
Want a degree 
that works for you? 
Humber offers the only Paralegal Studies degree 
program in Canada, combining a comprehensive 
understanding of le.gal principles with specific 
law-related skills for an education that's valued 
by major paralegal firms, law firms and federal 
and provincial governments. Think of yourself 
as a court agent, provincial offences prosecutor, 
immigration counsel or legal researcher 
(to name a few potential positions) and you're 
in the right seat. 
' 
Call 416-675-6622, ext. 3336 or email 
bernard.aron@humber.ca, for further 
information. Apply for all Business School 
programs at www.ontariocolleges.ca 
'])•HUMBER 
www.buslness.humber.ca The Business School 
Ln US ARRANGE YOUR EYE EXAM TODAY 
WWW.VOGUEOPTICAL.COM 
UBC Finishing a degree? 
Considering teaching? 
Think about the 
Bachelor ol Education 
program at UBC 
Earn a second degree in 12 months 
Earn a professional teaching certificate 
Elementary options - 12 month or 2 year 
· 12 month Middle Years option (English, Science, Social Studies, PE) 
12 month Secondary option with 27 teaching areas 
(Especially seeking: French, Math, Physics, Chemistry, Theatre, 
Home Economics, Spanish, Japanese, Chinese) 
Academic self-assessment worksheets provided at 
www.teach.educ.ubc.ca 
Application deadline: March 15, 2006 
UBC Faculty of Education 
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BAKHTIYAR PEER 
The women's volleyball team beat Universite de Moncton twice last weekend to advance to the playoffs for the 
first time in three years. 
MU~'s volley culture 
craves change 
THE ScORECARD 
BY ]OHN R!ETI 
Last weekend, I watched what may be 
my last Sea-Hawks volleyball games. I've 
covered them for three years and I figure 
I've seen more matches than 95 per cent 
of the student population. These games 
felt like the end of a marathon. 
Competing for students' attention 
with an international night featuring 
delicious foods and dazzling entertain-
ment, plus the lip-synch contest - the 
pinnacle of Winter Carnival for res-
idence folk - the women's volleyball 
games seemed like a side note. 
Just getting to the Field House was 
difficult. I had to dodge scantily clad, 
drunken res' kids and avoid massive 
signs, props, and the occasional cou-
ple making out in the stairwell. I was 
excited for the game and I hoped some 
of the shows from the old gym might 
make their way over to the Field House 
court. 
No such luck. As Sea-Hawks mopped 
sweat from their foreheads while strain-
ing to make the playoffs, about six mem-
bers of the Field House staff mopped the 
bleachers in the background. 
From my front-row seat (really, you 
can choose any seat you want at these 
. games) I'd spent the last two seasons of 
women's volleyball watching the team 
amass a record of one win and 34 losses. 
Needless to say, I've enjoyed many cups 
of coffee in that gym. 
For me, it's always been the one sport 
I want to play every time I watch. I don't 
have urges to grind against sweaty men 
catching rebounds in basketball, I'm 
afraid of getting a spinal injury in wres-
tling, and I refuse to wake up at 5:00 am 
to swim. Nope, ifl were a Sea-Hawk I'd 
like to play volleyball. 
The last time I played seriously was 
in high school against would-be MUN 
starters Nick Higgins and Greg Layman. 
Now, the sport provides me some moti-
vation to play casual games with friends. 
Sure, our style of game is rough, rule-
breaking, and filled with profanity, but 
I'm sure the women's team would de-
scribe their past two seasons the same 
way. 
Many would probably agree with my 
high-school love of the sport. Many of 
the intramural tournaments feature re-
united school teammates who can't re-
sist breaking out their throwback uni-
forms. 
What happens to all these high-school 
players when they get to MUN? What is 
it about this campus that sucks all the 
love and spirit out of a sport they spent 
hours playing just years ago? 
MUN volleyball has become a dearth 
of fans; a subculture of parents, former 
or prospective players, the occasional 
group of pals, and me - the sole mem-
ber of the press. 
Other sports, like soccer, suffer simi-
lar attendance rates. But when contrast-
ed with other winter sports like basket-
ball, volleyball attendance is ridiculously 
low. 
Maybe it's a lack of media recognition 
in the local press (just try to find regular 
volleyball coverage). Maybe it's woeful 
past performance. Either way, this year's 
MUN team isn't getting much respect. 
When I cross people in the halls 
they often inquire about the basketball 
teams. "They're actually winning this 
year, right?" Meanwhile, my volleyball 
discussions are more like "They suck, 
don't they?" No matter how I respond, 
people maintain this view. 
Organizationally, MUN still sees a 
lot of potential in its volleyball program. 
In the recent proposed changes to var-
sity athletics, the authors of the report 
identified volleyball as popular enough 
to propose hiring full-time coaches for 
both teams. (Currently, only basketball 
has full-time coaches). 
This recommendation is not yet 
passed and still needs further discus-
sion, but would it really make a differ-
ence anyway? 
Take the troubles of the men's league. 
Only three teams will compete next 
season (Dalhousie, University of New 
Brunswick, and Memorial). Every team 
will make the playoffs, thus eliminating 
the importance of the regular season. 
Add this to the fact that Dalhousie 
has won the championship for 19 years 
straight and almost always earns the 
right to host playoffs. It makes for a bor-
ing season for MUN fans. 
The women also face the problem of 
alienation. While Newfoundland fans 
have come to accept they will miss a lot 
of games when the team travels off-is-
land, it's highly unlikely they will see 
the playoffs hosted at the Field House 
anytime soon. 
Without big games to bring fans in 
and keep them coming back, it's hard 
to develop a fan base. 
Don't tell that to the women's vol-
leyball team, though. They're currently 
and deservedly on Cloud 9 over making 
the playoffs. After a tough win against 
Universite de Moncton in five games, the 
team shared a huge group hug as a small 
but adoring crowd applauded. 
For the women of the team it was the 
culmination of hours of practice, men-
tal preparation, and a whole lot of spirit. 
Next weekend will be their big chance to 
turn even more heads as they face St FX 
in a quarter-final matchup. 
For me, the final win was another 
good game to watch and a happy ending 
to a career of reporting on volleyball. 
- - - - ~·-------- -- -- - . --- -- --- -------------- -
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Hot sauce enhances health, flavour Chili recipe of champs 
BY DEVON WELLS 
Spicy food is a lot like sex - it makes 
you sweaty, it's good for you, but if 
you're not careful it can lead to a 
painful burning later. 
Seriously though, ignore the tough 
guy mystique around buffalo wings 
and five-alarm chili: The active 
chemical that burns your throat can 
help lower cholesterol, decrease your 
blood pressure, and make breath-
ing easier. 
Cyril Butler is a big supporter of 
healthy hot sauce in Newfoundland. 
He's the owner/operator of The Spice 
Rack, a distributor specializing in 
salsas, dry spices, sauces, and snack 
foods with an extra kick. 
"Not all of them are spicy, either," 
he said. "I have different cooking 
spices and stuff like that, that aren't 
hot." 
But, it's really the spicy ones with 
special health benefits. Capsaicin, 
the compound in hot peppers that 
produces the heat, can boost metab-
olism, helping to burn fat faster. The 
spice raises your heart rate, so cir-
culation improves. It also helps with 
pain relief, especially headaches -
even excruciating migraine and clus-
ter headaches. 
"[It] can clear nasal and sinus con-
gestion, which I experience myself 
quite frequently," said Butler. "It's 
also being researched for uses in can-
cer treatment." 
People often fret about the effect 
so much spicy food will have on their 
stomach, possibly causing ulcers and 
heartburn. But, Butler says there's 
nothing to worry about. 
"One misbelief about hot foods 
is that it causes stomach problems," 
he said. "Usually ... a lot of the spicy 
foods that we have here are pas-
ta [with] tomato sauces and some 
[foods] are high in grease content 
and fat content, which can cause 
heartburn itself." 
Butler says capsaicin is actually 
good for digestion and ulcer-pre-
vention. Most stomach ulcers are 
caused by H. Pylori - bacteria that 
the hot compound kills:"[But], if you 
already have stomach problems, like 
ulcers and such, hot peppers can ag-
gravate it." 
He also warns everyone to keep 
any spices away from sensitive ar-
eas, like eyes and ... well, down be-
low. Wash your hands thoroughly af-
ter eating. 
Butler offers a variety of products 
- from mild to incredibly hot - that 
can improve the health of wimps and 
hardasses alike. His sauces come 
from as far away as Costa Rica and 
Belize and cover a range of regional 
cuisines - Caribbean, Thai, Cajun, 
and even old Tex-Mex favourites. 
Some can be pretty hot, such as the 
Mad Dog 357 with a Scoville rating 
of 357,000. (The Scoville scale is a 
fuzzy method of ranking spice - Mad 
Dog 357 is over 20 times hotter than 
Tabasco sauce.) 
Don't drink water if you can't take 
the heat, though. "Water is the worst 
thing to drink," said Butler. "You 
know what it's like when you put 
water on an oil fire - it's just going 
to spread it around. [It's] the same 
with this." 
Butler suggests milk or other dairy 
products to soothe your mouth 
because they contain a 
protein - casein 
- that breaks 
the bond 
capsa-
icin 
forms with pain receptors. 
Even Butler's mild sauces have 
other health benefits. Many contain 
garlic and ginger, which are both 
good for digestion and cholesterol. 
Others contain green tea, which is 
loaded with antioxidants. 
And while Newfoundland dining 
doesn't incorporate a whole load of 
spice (and certainly no jalapenos or 
habaneros) Butler sees it catching on. 
His business has ballooned since it 
opened last February and The Spice 
Rack now carries dozens of products 
- with such names as Blair's Sudden 
Death and Professor Phartpounder's 
Colon Cleaner - that are perking up 
the tongues of locals and moving 
into stores around the city. 
So, if you can brave the pain, pick 
up a bottle of Dave's Insanity and get 
your lungs working against the mid-
February flu season. 
The Spice Rack operates out of 50 
Beaver Brook Dr in Goulds. Check 
out their stand in the flea market at 
the Avalon Mall on Sundays, 6:00 
pm to 9:00 pm, or visit Jeremiah's 
On Stavanger (386 Stavanger 
Dr) or Food For Thought (382 
Duckworth St). For more 
information see www. 
thespicerack.ca. 
BY SHERRIE REYNOLDS 
What you need 
1lb of ground beef or veggie ground 
1 can of tomato paste 
1 can of tomato sauce 
1 can of stewed/peeled tomatoes 
I can of kidney beans 
1 can of mushrooms 
1 or 2 diced onions 
J alapefio peppers to taste 
4 tsp of chili powder (or more if you're 
brave) 
Salt 
Black pepper 
Garlic (freshly diced or powder ) 
Fun extra ingredients 
Celery 
Rice 
Crushed pineapple 
Corn (1/2 can. Don't go overboard.) 
Italian sausage 
Lentils 
Beer (One can of your fave, for fl.av') 
What you do 
Hook yourself up with a pot (make sure it's big enough). Cook the ground 
beef until it's brownish and strain any grease. If you're using fake vegetarian 
ground beef you only need to heat it. 
Add diced onions, garlic, peppers, and salt and pepper. Then, add all things 
canned (tomato stuff, beans, and mushrooms). 
Now, add some liquids if the mix is too thick. You can use water, tomato juice, or a can 
of your favourite beer. 
Stir in some chili powder. You can also add other spices to taste, like cumin, oregano, paprika, and 
cayenne. 
Let all the flavours simmer together on low for about an hour. 
Enjoy your meal over rice or potatoes or on its own with some sour cream and quesadillas. This recipe should 
be enough to keep you in meals for a week. Freeze it in meal-sized portions for quick lunches and snacks. 
MUN alumni curl at Olympics 
CHRISTOPHER PIKE 
Canadian athletes were treated to some top-notch Italian entertainment at the opening ceremonies of the 
Olympics in Turin. 
Gushue, Nichols and 
company take on the 
world 
BY MIKE POWER 
First it was orange, that unmistak-
able uniform colour assigned to Brad 
Gushue's rink during December's 
Canadian Curling Trials in Halifax. 
Virtually every sports media out-
let glowed with the hue as the under-
dog Newfoundland and Labrador team 
shocked the country by winning their 
way to the Olympics. 
Two months later, the team is clad in 
red - maple leaf red at that. Working to-
wards a fine collection of fall colours, 
the team will now try to add gold to 
their CtJrling wardrobe. 
Gushue's team of third Mark Nichols, 
second Russ Howard, lead Jamie Korab, 
and alternate Mike Adam have a mission 
to become the first Newfoundlanders 
ever to medal at a winter Olympics 
and the pressure to become the first 
Canadian men's team to capture 
Olympic gold. 
Since curling is many Canadians' sec-
ond-most beloved sport, this position 
will be a huge burden on the team. "I 
could feel the enormous pressure to win 
gold in Italy immediately after we won 
in Halifax," said Labrador City native 
Mark Nichols. 
"Having the Maple Leaf on your 
back is just like a target," said Gushue. 
"Everyone is out to get you because be-
ing from Canada at an international 
curling event automatically makes you 
the favourite." 
Being the top dogs is not a typical sit-
uation for this St John's Curling Club 
rink. 
Despite winning a World Junior 
Championship and being in contention 
at the last three Briers (Canada's nation-
al championship), this young team has 
often been underestimated. 
This comes down to the fact they are 
from Newfoundland, which is not usu-
ally a curling powerhouse. As well, the 
team is a bunch of 20-somethings in a 
sport dominated by those in their 40s. 
Although the pool of talent in Canada 
far outweighs other countries, there are 
several European teams curling at the 
highest level of performance. Pre-tour-
nament favourites include defending 
Olympic gold medallist Pal Trulsen of 
Norway, Sweden's Peja Lindholm, and 
Switzerland's Ralph Stoeckli. 
"It was such a big accomplishment 
for · us to win the trials because that 
was possibly the greatest field of curl-
ers ever assembled," said Nichols of the 
Canadian competition. "But we expect 
the Olympics to be just as tough." 
After doubling Germany 10 - 5 in their 
opening game, the team was brought 
back down to earth by Lindholm, who 
managed to top the Canadian rink in 
an extra end 8 - 7. 
To deal to with the pressure, the team 
arrived in Italy a week ahead of their first 
game and took time to enjoy the atmo-
sphere of the athlete's village, as well the 
whole culture of the games. 
It was quite clear the guys were feel-
ing more than relaxed during the open-
ing ceremonies when a CBC camera 
landed on fifth man Adam, who enter-
tained the international audience with 
an impression of Bubbles from Trailer 
Park Boys. 
So, it's come down to Gushue, a MUN 
business graduate, and Nichols, who 
completed his kinesiology degree last 
summer. They were once familiar fac-
es on campus, now they're familiar fac-
es across the country as they take on 
the world in pursuit of Olympic curl-
ing gold. 
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Winter semester sends students up the walls 
BY KATE D EARNESS to best use their strength, figure out 
how to properly grip holds, and climb 
Rock climbing is metaphoric for life. routes not necessarily straight up but 
Climbers set goals that appear out of the best for posture and movements. 
reach, but tap into their own poten- Next comes a bit of fancy footwork 
tial and reach them. It's human na- for optimal weight distribution. Most 
ture to be surrounded by sunsets, importantly, they learn to pull it all 
clouds, and the highest peaks of na- off smoothly. 
ture's creation. Climbing is great as a personal 
Geoff Power and Paul Chaisson challenge, as it can take months to 
agree. They are the senior route set- complete a difficult route. 
ter and senior coach at Wallnuts in- "Routes, especially if you're out-
door climbing facility, respectively. side, are a challenge because it's ran-
Often after their shift at the gym they dom, it's completely made by nature," 
head to Flatrock to climb some easy said Chiasson. "You're trying to adapt 
routes. After reaching the top they your body to move yourself into a po-
sit and watch the whales, discussing sition where you can move through 
their philosophies on life. harder sections easier." 
But if the philosophical doesn't The indoor facility has 22-foot 
motivate you to harness up, maybe walls. Holds are screwed into the 
the impressive ability to do one-fin- walls in different patterns varying 
ger chin-ups will. "It comes down to in levels of difficulty in terms of dis-
a strength-weight ratio," said Power. tance between holds and the easiest 
Climbing walls may not bulk you up, types to grab. 
but it will make you very strong. Some holds have big pockets and 
The first step to becoming a climber others are known as crimpers, which 
is learning proper techniques. After are very small and only useful to 
mastering body positions and climb- good climbers. "You can fit the pads 
ing methods one can begin to im- of your fingers, sometimes not even 
prove climbing-specific strengths. your pinky, on a very fine edge," said 
Soon, tricks like hanging off tiny Power, who can get up a wall on pen-
hand-holds, locking off with one cil-sized holds. 
arm while using the other to reach To keep everyone safe at Wallnuts 
far ahead, and one-finger chin-ups there is a pulley system in place. A be-
all become possible. layer operates ropes from the ground 
Chaisson says that people who and keeps climbers from falling far or 
come in twice a week for three months gently lets them down after a climb 
can gain many skills. Climbers learn is completed or aborted. A harness 
·----------
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is worn to secure the climber to the thing," said Power. 
rope, along with extremely tight, This is especially true in the out-
small rubber shoes for grip. doors where groups of friends can go 
Indoor rock climbing was origi- out at their own pace and hang out 
nally invented to train for outdoor on some gorgeous rocks. It can be a 
surfaces in bad weather. Now, there physical challenge, it can be a men-
are more people climbing indoors. tal challenge, or it can be calm and 
"Most of the climbers climbing at serene -- it is up to you. 
this facility are hoping to get out- The biggest complaint from men is 
side," said Chaisson, who prefers sites that the harness binds at the crotch. 
next to the ocean, like Flatrock. The However, they can be adjusted and 
ocean site is actually very safe and shouldn't cause any harm. 
can even be climbed safely by eight- While climbing can become an 
year-olds. expensive addiction, there are spe-
Every climb, indoors and out, has cial rates for students. Mondays have 
its difficulty measured by an interna- been dubbed MUNdays, when stu-
tional scale. The Yosemite Decimal dents get entry at half-price, mak-
System lists a 5.x as anything that re- ing a day pass only five dollars. Also, 
quires ropes to climb. Basically, any- if you get trained to belay you can 
thing that is vertical gets the rank- get some pretty sweet deals for vol-
ing, with 5.0 being a simple ladder. At unteering your time to help others 
Wallnuts, people can begin on some climb. 
5.6-rated walls or tackle a 5.10. Wallnuts has even been a co-op 
The ultimate goal for climbers placement for physical education, 
is the 5.15b, which is the most dif- recreation, and kinesiology stu-
ficult climb in the world. Chaisson dents. Many employees have stayed 
describes it as extremely overhang- on, resulting in a very educated staff. 
ing, meaning climbers are fighting Power has a bachelor of kinesiology 
gravity as well the holds. For about co-op with honours from MUN and 
i20 feet the climb has nothing but is currently a master's of science can-
Smartie-sized holds and nothing else. didate in kinesiology and exercise 
Currently, only four people in the physiology. 
world can do it. So, for a workout with upward 
Climbing may look intense and health benefits, give rock climbing 
adrenaline-filled but some people a try. The view is always better from 
find it very relaxing. "You're con- the top. 
centrating so much on what you're Wallnuts Climbing Centre is locat-
doing that you eliminate all external ed at 57 Old Pennywell Rd. For more 
stimuli and you're focused in your information visit www.wallnutsclimb-
own zone, relaxed, doing your own ing.com. 
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